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Underground Railroad Days in
Vandalia, July 11-12, 11 am - 5 pm
You can learn about Underground

Railroad (UGRR) and its legacy in Cass
County on July 11-12, 11 am-5 pm, based
in Milo Barnes Park in Vandalia. The
Underground Railroad Society of Cass
County (IURSCC) sponsors guided tours of
1847 Kentucky Slave Raid. You can visit
Civil War soldiers of 102nd United States
Colored Troops. Four URSCC buildings
welcomes you in open houses. The Bonine
House is Victorian home James E. and
Sarah Bogue Bonine, Quaker abolitionists
and station masters in UGRR. Bonine
Carriage House sheltered fugitive slaves
(called now freedom seekers) in 1850s.
Stephen Bogue House was important site in
1847 Kentucky Slave Raid. Brownsville
School was integrated public school from
1840s - 1950s. Village of Vandalia sponsors
art and crafts booths, food, and family
events on Vandalia grounds. More info on
WWW.Ursce.org.

CCCC Corn & Sausage Roast

The CCCC will be holding its annual
Corn and Sausage Roast fundraiser on
August 29 from 2-11 p.m. The event will
feature great food, live music, raffles, and
50/50 drawings.

Cassopolis summer events

The Village of Cassopolis has
announced its summer community event
lineup, including Beach Bash, Rock the
Block, Lakeside Live and Beach Blanket &
Blockbusters. For events, dates, times and
full details visit the website:
https://cassopolismainstreet.com/

Beckwith Theatre performances

The Beckwith Theatre Co. will present
these performances this season:

The Sunshine Boys by Neil Simon

CASSOPOLIS, Mi
269.233.2222
pierperfection.com

August 21-23 and August 28-30

Wait Until Dark by Frederick Knott,
October 9-11 and October 16-18

A Christmas Carol by Charles
Dickens, December 3-5 and 11-13 .

Tickets to events can be purchased at
online at www.beckwiththeatre.com/box-of-
fice or by contacting the theater at
BeckwithTheatreMI@gmail.com, Phone
(269) 782-7653. For more information con-
tact the BeckwithTheatreMI@gmail.
com, 782-7653

CASS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY LECTURES & EVENTS

The Cass County Historical Society has
announced the following 2026 lectures and
events:

Edwardsburg History Museum -
Antiques Roadshow, July 21, 6 pm,
26818 Main Street, Edwardsburg.

Ed Lowe Foundation Tour of
Penn Church - Cassopolis, Aug. 17, 6 pm,
58220 Decatur Road, Cassopolis

Jake’s Country Meats Farm Tour,
Sept 15, 6 pm, 55721 Decatur Road,
Cassopolis

Annual Fall Festival — Newton
House, Oct. 19, 4 pm, 20689 Marcellus
Hwy., Decatur
November Lecture — TBA
Christmas at Newton House, Dcc. 5, 1
— 4 pm, 20689 Marcellus Hwy., Decatur,

Unless otherwise stated, a short busi-
ness meeting will start at 5:30 pm with lec-
tures or tours beginning at 6 pm.

For information visit www.ccmihistori-
calsociety.org.

Myers to speak at Edwardsburg
The Edwardsburg Area Historical
Museum and the Uptown Improvement
Association will co-sponsor a series of lec-
tures by Bob Myers at 7 pm at the
Edwardsburg Branch of the Cass District

EASY LEVEL™ [
SYSTEM
ON LIFTS

Library. There is no admission charge.
Events include:

B Thurs., July 9: “Myths Busted: History

Myths or Facts.”

B Thurs., Aug. 20: “Disaster at Fort St.

Joseph: Pontiac’s Rebellion.”

B Thurs., Oct. 15: “The Worst Colonel I

Ever Saw’: Francis Quinn and the Battle of

Shiloh.”

A Taste of Ireland, Bored Teachers

Direct from Off-Broadway and
London's West End, the internationally
acclaimed A Taste of Ireland Company
comes to the Lerner Theater in Elkhart
with its flagship production, A Taste of
Ireland: The Irish Music & Dance
Sensation on Tue, Oct 27, at 7:30 pm.

The Lerner will also feature Bored
Teachers: "Is It Friday Yet?!" Comedy
Tour on Thursday, November 12 at 7:30
pm. The Bored Teachers Show is a com-
edy powerhouse that anyone who's ever
been in a classroom can relate to

For questions or more info contact
The Lerner Box Office, 574-293-4469 or
email info@thelerner.com

Mental Health Symposium

The Lerner Theater will host the
2026 Mental Health Symposium with
Sheryl Swoopes & Friends on Thursday,
August 13 beginning at 5:30 pm.

The 2nd Annual Mental Health
Symposium brings together music, men-
tal wellness, and motivation in an unfor-
gettable event led by WNBA and
Basketball Legend Sheryl Swoopes. A
2016 Nasmith Basketball Hall of Fame
inductee Swoopes has broken barriers in
music, fashion, culture and basketball
worldwide. Beyond the basketball, her
journey has been deeply personal and

inspiring, and we are pleased to host this
Q&A and community discussion.

The cost to attend will be Adults -
$17.15, FREE to Students.

Michigan 2026 elections

On Aug. 4, Michigan voters will
decide the respective party nominees in
the primary elections for a variety of
races including 110 Michigan House
races and 38 Michigan Senate races. All
Michigan communities will have a gener-
al election on November 3.

You can find out what is on your spe-
cific ballot through the Michigan Voter
Information Center at https:/mvic.sos.
state.mi.us/Home/Index

To register to vote visit mvic.sos.
mi.us or visit the Cass County Clerk's
office at 120 N Broadway, Suite 200
Cassopolis Monday through Friday from
8 am - 5 pm (closed from noon until 1 pm.
for lunch.)

Neighbors
iS for sale

After nearly 25 years publishing
Neighbors, Fred Stein and Phil
Vitale, the founders and operators,
have started thinking about retiring.
If you think this might be for you,
qualified buyers should contact
Fred for more information at:

269-228-1080

EASY LEVEL™

SYSTEM
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M AREARETS
July 3-5 - 1776, Beckwith Theater,
Dowagiac, 7:30 pm Fridays and Saturdays,
2 pm on Sundays, BeckwithTheatreMI@
gmail.com, 782-7653

August 21-23, 28-30 - The Sunshine
Boys by Neil Simon, Beckwith Theater,
Dowagiac, 7:30 pm Fridays and Saturdays,
2 pm on Sundays, BeckwithTheatreMI@
gmail.com, 782-7653

October 9-11, 16-18, Wait Until Dark
by Frederick Knott, Beckwith Theater,
Dowagiac, 7:30 pm Fridays and Saturdays,
2 pm on Sundays, BeckwithTheatreMI@
gmail.com, 782-7653

December 3-5, 11-13, A Christmas
Carol by Charles Dickens, Beckwith
Theater, Dowagiac, 7:30 pm Fridays and
Saturdays, 2 pm on Sundays,
BeckwithTheatreMIi@gmail.com, 782-
7653

AT
IPAKESIDEJCIVE

Lakeside Live summer lineup events are
planned for every Thursday throughout the
summer, with free live music from 6-9 pm.
Food trucks will be available along with
Food Truck Alley at the beach.

Events will include:

July 2 - the Brunk Bros.

REEHNILLS

July 9 - Bastain Steven Music

July 16 - The Turnups

July 23 - The Sandbar Bums

July 30 - Pablo's Great Revenge
August 6 - Now & Then Band
August 13 - Jesse Cline

August 20 The Paper Cups

August 27 - Dr. Rob and the Revivers

(MUSEUMI(EAHM))
JULY 2026

18 -- Speaker: Bob Myers, Historical Society

of Michigan: “The Wreck of the SS Chicora," 7 pm,

Edwardsburg Branch of Cass District Library

21 -- Cass County Historical Society
meeting with an “Antiques
Roadshow?” assessment of family heilooms, 6 pm,
EAHM.

24 -- Edwardsburg Area Historical
Museum, Hacienda Fundraiser,
Mishawaka.

JULY 28-Nov. 7 -- Display: “Thimbles,
Thread and Tea.” Remembering Betsy Ross
and the Boston Tea Party during America’s 250th anni-
versary, EAHM.

AUGUST 2026
6-9 -- U.S. 12 Historic Heritage Trail
Garage Sale, EAHM.

16 - Open house after All-School

Reunion, 3 pm, EAHM

20 -- Speaker: Bob Myers, Historical
Society: “Pontiac’s Rebellion,” 7 pm, Edwardsburg
Branch of Cass District Library.

SEPTEMBER 2026
17 -- History Hounds film presentation from
the Historical Society of Michigan, “Exploring Michigan’s
Podunk Towns,” 7 pm, EAHM.

26 -- Sauk Trail Festival: Echoes of Our
Past, 1775-1875; 10 a.m.-4 pm, EAHM.

OCTOBER 2026
15 - Speaker: Bob Myers, Historical Society
of Michigan, “The Worst Colonel,” 7 pm, Edwardsburg
Branch of Cass District Library.

31 - Witches on the Porch, 6-7 pm,
EAHM

NOVEMBER 2026
10-Dec. 12 -- Display: “Stars, Stripes,
and Christmas Lights: Ared, white, and blue
Patriotic theme for Christmas, EAHM.

24-28 -- The EAHM closes for
Thanksgiving break

DECEMBER 2026
3 -- Christmas Tree Lighting, 6:30 pm, fol-
lowed by open house, EAHM.

12 - EAHM closes and re-opens in
mid-April 2027.

www.dowagiacchamber.com/
For Cass District Library events visit
https://www.cassdistrictlibrary.org/
events/

For Dowagiac District Library events visit
https://www.dowagiacdl.org/events.

For Marcellus Township Memorial
Library events visit https:/www.marcel-
lus.michlibrary.org/

Neighbors
is for sale

After nearly 25 years publishing
Neighbors, Fred Stein and Phil

Vitale, the founders and operators,
have started thinking about retiring.
If you think this might be for you,
qualified buyers should contact
Fred for more information at:

269-228-1080

Bute Roor Rerae

A man & Ris business committed to Christ”

Lijetime Warranty on ALL Labor Performed

:,,aii-

GQUALITY APPLIANCE REFPAIR

269-783-5352

Will Biek, Owner, Certified Master Technician

Washer/Dryer - Refrigerator - Range/Cooktop/Oven - Microwave - Dishwasher

NEW LEAF

CUSTOM SHORELINE & LANDSCAF

69-462-0966

HW

Dawn Jones

O 269-591-5700

TF: B66-217-7663
E-Mail: wrgl grani1@gmail.com
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Based in Cassopolis with service to Niles, Dowagiac/Sister = -'.F_ ——
Lakes, Vandalia, Elkhart, Granger, Mishawaka and South Bend | — i

and the surrounding area

. ) 18599 Masan Street, Cassopolis Michigan 49031
www.technicosrepair.com

www. BlllsRoolRepair.com

Over &3 Yoars of Sarvice)

ESTATE TEAM

MICHELLE SCOTT
BROKER/OWNER

KELLY SMIT
SISTER LAKES ASSOCIATE BROKER

DAWN RUSSO
LAKE AGENT

DARREN PETTERSON
LAKE ASSOCIATE BROKER

HALEY RICHTER
LAKE AGENT
(574) 286-9050

Mjs.scottio@gmail.com
michelle@michiganlakesteam.com

(269) 462-2290
sellingthedream711@gmail.com

(269) 462-5758
haleymichiganlakes@gmailcom

(773) 454-0528
darren@pettersonproperties.com

(269) 462-0783
kellymichiganlakes@gmail.com

Selling Waterfront Properties Since 2023

Let Us Show You How Our
Superior Marketing Plan To
Chicago Benefits You

WATERFRONT ONLY WEBSITE
for 120+ Lakes In Southwest
Michigan

FREE Waterfront Property
Market Analysis

Call (269) 663-7700

www.Michiganl_akes T cam.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Lake Life wi¢h Jane

Hope your summer's going well

by Jane Boudreau

ey Neighbors! It's a new
month, so here I am! 1
hope your summer is
going well. I can't get
enough of being outside,
digging around in my garden, or just
lounging in the sun without a care in the
world. And... I've finally learned how to
use our grill! What a feat! I'm very good
in the kitchen, but give me a different
way of cooking, even on a glass-top stove,
and I'm perplexed. On nights we grill, I
make all the sides, and since men are
fearless and love fire, they are in charge
of the barbecue. Well, I can't say all men
are fearless. One summer night I made
my own version of a smash burger: two
ground beef patties with a slice of ched-
dar cheese between them, then sealed all
around the edges. And that was the
night my son caught the grill on fire.
While running around looking for some-
thing to extinguish this fire, my burgers
ended up looking like chunks of coal. A
good lesson might be to have the men in
the kitchen assembling the food, while
the women stand outside around the
grill, drinking cocktails and choosing the
playlist. Sounds good to me!

If T had to
choose, I would LIBIRY
say This Book S
Made Me Think
Of You, by Libby
Page, so far is my
favorite book of [@l
the year.
However, we still
have five more ] ]
months left, and i )
I have a stack of i) YOU REy
books to read; it's
just that good. Tilly Nightingale, while
suffering the loss of her young husband,
is contacted by Alfie, the owner of a local
bookstore. (Please don't confuse this book
with last month's, which also involved a
bookstore.) She's told that there is a
birthday gift waiting for her from her
husband. Puzzled, she goes to the book-
store and finds that her husband had
arranged for her to receive twelve books,
one for each month, for a year. Each
book holds a letter from him, encouraging
her to move through her pain and turn
the page on her first year without him.
Alfie had met her husband, learned of his
terminal disease, and the plan he had
hatched. I won't give too much away, so
I'll get to the part where I highly recom-
mend this book as one of your summer
reads. It is clever, heartwarming, and
romantic. I think the writing is in much
of the same vein as Jojo Moyes (Me

"\

B

s v

OTHINK

Before You, The Giver of Stars). I give
this book five stars.

July Signature Drink

This month we have an oldie but
goodie: Long Island Iced Tea. You might
remember it being all the rage back in
the 1970's and '80's after it was intro-
duced by TGI Friday. It had a lofty repu-
tation for being a very strong cocktail,
given all the liquor involved. That's
debatable, as back in my working-girl
days, having one or two of these delicious
drinks at Happy Hour did not impair me.
Embolden me, maybe. For the ladies in
my office, Happy Hour was not only the
free hors d'oeuvres and half-priced
drinks, but a flirting fest. But I digress.
The ingredients are measured out in a
tall Collins glass over ice, then topped
with your choice of cola; I'm a Diet Pepsi
girl myself. This is a lovely drink to
serve a small group. You might also dou-
ble, or triple the ingredients in a decant-
er, and the rest is simple. And once that
decanter runs dry, remember my eti-
quette rules for the signature drink: any-
one hinting for another is given a leftover
bottle of Pepsi or kicked to the curb.

Long Island Iced Tea
Ingredients:
3/4 oz. vodka
3/4 oz. white rum
3/4 oz. Silver tequila
3/4 oz. gin
3/4 oz. triple sec
3/4 oz. *simple syrup
3/4 oz. fresh lemon juice
Cola
Directions:

Combine all ingredients and pour in
a tall Collins glass over ice. Top with a
splash of cola. Add a lemon slice and stir
well.

*I make my simple syrup by mixing
equal parts sugar and very hot tap or fil-
tered water. No need to boil.

July Recipes
This month's recipes are in no partic-
ular category. Some are old standbys,
and others are a twist on the usual sal-
ads. All are simple, so you (or the guys)
can get out of the kitchen quickly. Enjoy!
Grilled Peach and Prosciutto Pizza

1 Ib. store-bought pizza dough

olive oil

3 cloves garlic, thinly sliced

1-2 cups fresh mozzarella, thinly sliced
1-2 peaches, cut in slices around the pit
12 thin slices of prosciutto

1/3 cup fresh basil, roughly torn

1/4 ¢ reduced balsamic vinegar

Flatten the dough into a disc on a
well-floured surface. Slice in half and
form each half into a flat shape. It
doesn't have to be perfect.

Set your grill at medium heat and
arrange the peach slices on the upper-
most rack. Meanwhile, brush one side of
each pizza dough disc with olive oil. Lay
that side down on the grill. Grill for 2
minutes with the lid closed.

With tongs, flip the pizzas; they
should be golden brown with grill marks.
Brush this side with olive oil and check
on those peaches, which should be gently
sizzling but not burning, then flip once

they are lightly browned. Grill for anoth-

er 2 minutes with the lid closed. Slide
the pizzas onto a wooden paddle, and the
peaches onto a small plate. Top each
pizza with equal amounts of peaches,
garlic, prosciutto, mozzarella and basil.
Drizzle the balsamic vinegar over, and
serve. Grilled fruit is insanely delicious,
and a win-win with the kiddos.

Chickpea, Cucumber
and Tomato Salad

Ingredients:

2 1/4 ¢ cucumbers, diced

1 ¢ tomatoes, seeded and diced

1/4 ¢ red onion, diced

2 T fresh lemon juice

1 T fresh flat leaf parsley, minced

1 T olive oil

15 oz. can chickpeas, rinsed and drained.
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:

Chop, mix, taste, and serve. This
salad has a Mediterranean vibe, so feel
free to substitute or add:

Cherry tomatoes, feta cheese, fresh moz-
zarella, Kalamata olives, cilantro, mint,
and oregano. Enjoy the chopping!

This is a different potato salad from
what we Americans are accustomed to.
It's healthier, creamier, and doesn't have
the usual mayo that we are used to for
our summer side dish. And that's great
because you don't have to worry about it
sitting out and going bad!

Herbed Potato Salad
Ingredients:
2 1b mixed baby new potatoes or finger-
ling
3 large cloves of garlic

1/2 ¢ raw cashews, soaked in hot water
for 30 minutes and drained
1 T Dijon mustard
1/3 ¢ olive oil
1 ¢ fresh basil, chopped
1/4 ¢ fresh dill, chopped
1 T chives, chopped
Sea salt to taste
Pinch of red pepper flakes
Juice of 1 lemon
Directions:
Place the cleaned potatoes in a large
pot with the garlic cloves, and bring to a
boil. Reduce the heat and simmer for
10-15 minutes until fork-tender. Drain,
and set aside the garlic cloves. Return
the potatoes to the pot, cover it, and let
them steam for an additional 15 minutes.
Combine cooked garlic, cashews,
mustard, and olive oil in a food processor.
Blend until smooth. Add a bit of warm
water if too thick.
Cut potatoes in half once cooled.
Add cashew mixture, basil, dill, salt and
pepper, lemon juice, and a pinch of red
pepper flakes. Toss gently and chill. You
can serve this warm or at room temp.
Bon 'Appetit!

I may have forgotten to wish every-
one a great Fourth of July! It's probably
one of the best days and evenings of the
whole summer on the lake! See ya next
month!

Jane Boudreau is a writer, blogger, and newspa-
per columnist. She lives on Diamond Lake and in
Chicago, with a little place in the mountains of
Asheville, NC. You can reach her at bindy9@yor
yahoo.com

Neighbors
iS for sale

After nearly 25 years publishing
Neighbors, Fred Stein and Phil
Vitale, the founders and operators,
have started thinking about selling
the paper and retiring.

If you think this might be for you,
qualified buyers should contact
Fred for more information at:

269-228-1080
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Getting out and about this summer

by SANDY FLEMING

ummer break is in full swing,

S0 it’s time to get the family out

and about to enjoy the season!

There’s more free time for the
kids, and adults sometimes can sneak
away for a day or two off. Take advan-
tage! According to author Neetika
Prabhakar at https://www.pbs.org/par-
ents/thrive/family-benefits-of-going-out-
side-together, family outings are much
more than ways to occupy the kids or to
stave off boredom. These expeditions
allow the family to spend time together,
possibly get some exercise, strengthen
family relationships, and of course, build
skills and learn together.

The fun doesn’t have to break the
bank or take a lot of time, either. Week-
long family vacations are grand fun, but
sometimes even overnight getaways
seem out of reach due to work schedules
and other commitments. If this is the
case for your family, you're going to love
this list of local ideas that are close to
home, free to inexpensive, and engaging
and entertaining. Some are on a schedule
while others are very free-floating and
can be done almost any time. There are
activities for the great weather days and
some for the rainy weather or hot days.
Consider trying one or more of these sug-
gestions each week, and watch your kids
blossom!

Find the fun by watching your local
paper for announcements, or jJumping
online to look up a community or group’s
webpage. Sometimes, groups also hang
posters around town in public places to
advertise events. Keep your eyes peeled!
Community Theater

Many smaller towns have their own
community theaters that put on one or
two plays each summer (and even year-
round). Look for family-friendly plays
near you! Locally, Barnswallow Theater
is in Edwardsburg, Tin Shop Theater is
in Buchanan, the Elkhart Civic Theater
1s over in Bristol, Indiana, and Beckwith
Theater Company in Dowagiac are just a
few of the places to check out. If you
watch their schedules, many of these
companies put on plays specifically with
children in mind for acting roles and as
audience members. When you visit his-
torical places, many have re-enactment
plays related to their theme, too. The
great part about community theater
events is that they are inexpensive and
they are FUN!

Public Libraries
Nearly all libraries put on summer

programming. Check your local library’s
Summer Reading Program — there are
often special events just for kids that are
related to the year’s reading theme. In
addition, many libraries have story hours
for younger kids, game activities, movie
nights, and expert speakers for the entire
family. Watch for puppet shows, magic
shows, science demonstrations, author
talks, and much, much more. And while
you're in the library, be sure your library
cards are current so you can check out
books, movies, and other materials to use
at home for a while. It’s an amazing
resource that is often overlooked and
underused.

College Events

Nearly all of us have a college or
community college in our backyards.
Around here, watch Southwestern
Michigan College, Lake Michigan
College, Notre Dame, Bethel College,
Saint Mary’s, and Indiana University at
South Bend to name a few. The colleges
offer community education classes, con-
certs, plays, lectures, art exhibitions, and
sporting events, many of which are free
to attend. Some even have small muse-
ums or displays you can go through.

Local Museums

Look around your hometown and
nearby towns. Most have some sort of
museum that is dying for your patron-
age! In Edwardsburg, there is the
Edwardsburg Historical Museum. Niles
has a historical museum, and so does
Dowagiac. Cassopolis has the Pioneer
Log Cabin that you can go through.
Bristol has their historical museum as
well. There are kids’ museums nearby, as
well, like Curious Kids in St. Joseph
Michigan and Science Central in Fort
Wayne. Check out the Dinosaur Museum
in South Bend, Ruthmere Museum in
Elkhart, the art museums in Elkhart and
South Bend, or one of the many other
local attractions. These are great places
to spend a fun afternoon learning with
the family, and many have little to no
admission costs.

Local, County, and State Parks
If outdoor adventures are your thing,

be sure to take some time to go hiking,
picnicking, or do other activities at your
local park. Most towns have small parks
that have playgrounds. There are a num-
ber of really interesting county parks in
Cass, Berrien, Elkhart, and St. Joseph
counties. We even have some state and
national parks not too far away, like
Potato Creek just a bit south of South

CALL US to:

to apply deer repellent

looking their best

SOLUTIONS

(269) 228-0771

Protect Your Landscaping

Are deer and pests damaging your plants and trees?

* treat your trees and plants suffering from pest infestations or

+ fertilize your landscaping to help your plants recover and start

Service provided by a

Certified Arborist
with 30+ years of experience
in tree and turf science

arborturfsolutions.com
arborturfsolutions@gmail.com

Bend, Chain of Lakes between here and
Fort Wayne, and Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore over by Michigan
City. Warren Dunes, Silver Beach, and
much more pop up over along Lake
Michigan. Check their websites to find
organized events like hikes or bird
watching, crafts, or other activities, or
just take a few hours to explore and see
what’s there. For example, Bonnyville
Mill park in Elkhart County has a work-
ing grist mill that you can tour, as well
as great hiking and beautiful picnic
areas. We have several local botanical
gardens with even more fun activities
and camps scheduled: Wellfield Botanical
Gardens in Elkhart, International
Friendship Gardens a bit east of
Michigan City, and Fernwood Gardens
and Sarrett Nature Center in Berrien
County. Did you know that Sarrett has a
fabulous butterfly house that you can
walk through? The botanical gardens
usually have a bit of an admission fee,
but they are well worth the money.
Again, check the park’s website for a
schedule of organized events, particularly
on weekends.

Local Zoos

You probably have visited
Potawatomi Zoo in South Bend, but it’s
always a fun diversion. If your group
enjoys zoos, there are several others that
make nice day trips. Michigan City has a
great zoo, and so does Fort Wayne.
Chicago has Lincoln Park Zoo that is free
to tour, as well as Brookfield Zoo which is
a bit more pricey but huge. And don’t for-
get Binder Park Zoo up in Battle Creek!

Farms and Orchards

We are blessed to live in farm coun-
try, and there are many farms that have
visitor programs where kids can learn a
bit about where their food comes from.
And later in the summer, check out the
many U-Pick orchards and farms in the
area. There’s something about picking
your own fruit that every family should
experience. You can find farms where
you can pick apples, peaches, pears, blue-
berries, strawberries, raspberries, and
much more. You can even pick your own
grapes at a few places in Berrien County
over by the wineries. In the fall, you can
also plan an outing to Amazing Acres in
Edwardsburg or any of the other corn
mazes in the area.

Fairs, Festivals, and Concerts
Communities love their festivals!
Most small towns have something to cel-
ebrate in the summer. There’s a list of

Great Lakes Fish

Pasture-Ralsed Pork

festivals and fairs in Southwestern
Michigan at https://kzookids.com/festi-
vals-fairs/ and a list of events in northern
Indiana at https://indianafestivals.org/
wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-ISFG-
WEB-12-29.pdf. Most festivals have little
to no admission cost, vendors to shop at,
food, and sometimes rides and snacks for
the kids. Niles, Buchanan, Elkhart,
Bristol, Dowagiac, and Cassopolis all host
summer concert series, as well. Just grab
your blanket or lawn chair, and head to
the park, village green, or other central
location to enjoy a wide array of music.
And we've just scratched the surface!
Keep your eyes open all the time for fun
that crops up spur of the moment style.
Gather the group and be spontaneous.
Not only will you bust the boredom blues,
you will also be making memories for the
whole family. Plus you will be actually
giving the kids a leg up in school. A lot of
reading comprehension depends on a
wide array of experiences, getting ready
for the trip takes planning skills, and you
can even work in math if you have the
kids help with money, travel times, and
distances. Ask them to keep a diary or
journal about their travels, and you’ll hit
the writing button too. Have a scavenger
hunt at your destination, talk about what
you see and do, and read related books
before you go and after you've been some-
where. These are all great ways to keep
brains active over the summer months
and limit that dreaded summer skills
slide while you have some fabulous fami-
ly fun!

*kkdkkkhihihx

Sandy Fleming is a tutor, educational consultant,
and writer living in Edwardsburg. Check out her
websites at https:/learningnook.com and https://
sandyflemingonline.com.

Neighbors
is for sale

After nearly 25 years publishing
Neighbors, Fred Stein and Phil
Vitale, the founders and operators,
have started thinking about retiring.
If you think this might be for you,
qualified buyers should contact
Fred for more information at:

269-228-1080

. oe Yro PEH?
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National New York
Central Railroad

MUSEUM
Elkhart, IN

The National New York Central Railroad Museum is
owned and operated by the City of Elkhart. Founded in
1987, NNYCRRM is an ever-growing preservation site of
local and national railroad heritage pertaining to the New
York Central System. New York Central was once the sec-
ond-largest railroad in the US, with 11,000 route miles of
track in eleven states and two Canadian provinces.

Elkhart is a natural home for the museum; NYC’s
Robert R. Young Yard (now Norfolk Southern’s Elkhart
Yard) is the second-largest freight classification yard east
of the Mississippi River. Just as when the railroad first
arrived in Elkhart in 1851, Elkhart functions as a vital link
in the chain connecting the Atlantic Seaboard with the
Midwest and beyond.

For complete information on hours, entry, events,
exhibits, location, efc., visit https://www.cityofelkhartin.gov/
departments/national-new-york-central-railroad-museum/

Special Mlemories
Pictured In Granite

Memorials for Home, Garden, or
Cemetery, Custom Designed and
Beautifully Etched In Genuine Granite

A’BOATBUTLER

SERVICE ABOVE & BEYOND

- Plagues
= Urns

- Markers
= Garden

INDOOR BOAT STORAGE ; Monuments
CERTIFIED ENGINE SERVICE \
BDAT REFURB[SHMENT I'. Photo etched granite

gardan urm shown

Cassopolis, M —
269-476-2222 Ph: (800) 438-2658 f:ﬁﬂé/ i

BOATBUTLERMARINE.COM www.boltlaserworks.com

FOOD & DRINK PROVIDED BY THE FACILITY
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT
SHOW - NO FEES REQUIRED!
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THE ULTIMATE PACKAGE =
FOR LIFE ON THE SHORELINE

Enjoy life on the waterfront to the fullest with ShoreStation’s
complete line of remarkable dock, boat lifts, and canopy equipment.
Transform the shoreline into your sanctuary of fun and relaxation
with ShoreStation’s Classic Dock, boastlng seemingly limitless - -~
dock styles, layouts, and accessories. ShoreStation’s reliably fast
freestanding and permanent boat lifts make launching and lifting ™
simple, while also protecting your investment. Three hundred sixty
degrees of watercraft protection comes in the form of ShoreStation’s -
REVOLUTION™ Series Canopy and ShoreScreen™ Power Curtain.

Elevate life on the water, experience the ShoreStation difference; = - :

: . =~ ‘u-?’-,v_:-_ i
o P i —— -;:JF- m— %—',_*-‘-:—-*‘—F
'_._ r_-‘;_.-L.._' .:"—_'i'-'l__f’“" — -'l_:?'?i_ - ___.-':i" --.- et e -_:-':' E :_ - - - : e > . -|.'_~-f—..-'-_- - ".‘ :

o "‘J e 3""' }.!"' . = i . i g e I e e
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SIIOI' DSfaflaﬂ PIER PERFECTIO assopolis, Ml - 269.233.2222 - PierPerfection.com

23-1234




Page 8

NEIGHBORS

JULY 2026

XT1® LT42
LAWN TRACTOR

e 547cc Cub Cadet® single OHV engine w/
IntelliPower™

e 42" twin-blade stamped deck

e Tuff Torg® foot-controlled hydrostatic
transmission (TL-200)

SALE PRICE
$2,399"

FOR FULL PRODUCT SPECS

YOUR BEST YARD AWAITS.

XT2® LX42
LAWN TRACTOR

e 20 HP* Kohler® 7000 HD V-twinengine
e 42" AeroForce™ fabricated twin-blade deck

e Tuff Torg® foot-controlled hydrostatic
transmission (K46)

SALE PRICE
*3,399°

XT2® SLX50
LAWN TRACTOR

e 24 HP** Kohler® 7000 HD V-twin OHV engine

e 50" AeroForce™ fabricated FastAttach®
triple-blade mowing deck

e Tuff Torg® foot-controlled hydrostatic
transmission (K46)

SALE PRICE
3,999

VISIT CUBCADET.COM

Cass OQutdoor Power Equipment

62101 M-62 South

Cassopolis, M1 49031

269-445-2231

*Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes are additional and vary by location. Freight and PDI charges may be additional and vary by dealer. Models subject to limited availability. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit
specifications.T As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. T11 Gross HP per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer at 3,600 RPM. **See operator's manual for warranty
details and information. Certain restrictions apply. Kohler® is a registered trademark of Kohler Co. Briggs & Stratton® is a registered trademark of Briggs & Stratton, LLC.

© 2026 Cub Cadet

www.cassoutdoorpowerequipment.com
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%f{ McGann Hay

Funerals | Cremation Specialists

.‘ln X -.:\rw : g ;
© Wi - University
- il "~ Area

o

574-232-1411 | mcgannhay.com

=3 Llidr s\

O’Donnell’s Docks 1ic

W - CRAFTLANDER HYDRAULIC LIFTS
e ottt /':' Available in 4,500 Ib, 6,000 Ib, and 8,000 Ib capacities

SERVING YOU FOR OVER 30 YEARS g;: TRAVEL

NEVERSUNDERSOLD

= HEAVY-DUTY ENGINEERING = EFFORTLESS OPERATION -
TR A e

WIERE SPRING SASCIALS

25% off 4'X10" in-stock HD anodized aluminum dock sections

retaill931T00ISALEF20,/Yoffinow/justyZ4400]per{section]

For an online quote, go to [=] s =]
Www. odonnellsdocks com 2
12097 M-60 * Junes MI
269-244-1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For;

., (I ©

%Jerhlummum POL W

PRODUCTS INC PRODUCTS

APOLLOMARINE.net

APOLLO

We rent
Pontoon Boats!

We service all
area lakes!

83RINE
m

South side
of Gravel Lake

15355 96" Avenue
Lawton, Ml 49065

269-423-6011
1-888-996-BOAT

SALES * SERVICE - STORAGE
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Historie Posteards

Historic postcards depict rich scenes of the past

n this issue of Neighbors, Jerdon book, which retails for § $39.95,isinits  es around Cass County. In future issues,
Real Estate of Dowagiac, owned by second printing by the publisher, Arcadia we will couple additional cards from one
Floyd Jerdon and his son Tom, has Publishing. or more of the area’s lakes with views of
again provided antique postcards of a Among other places, the book may be nearby communities, lakes and country-
few of the many lakes and towns in our  purchased at the Jerdon Real Estate side.
area. office on M-62 West, and at
Floyd and his wife Donna started col- Whistlestop Gifts, which is =4
lecting post cards more than 20 years operated by the Dowagiac
ago, and since Jerdon Real Estate spe- Chamber of Commerce.
cializes in marketing lake property, it For more information or to

was a natural fit that Floyd’s interest be  get a copy of Jerdon’s book,
directed to the lake cards. The collection visit the website: www.arcadia-

now numbers many thousands. publishing.com

Jerdon has used many of his post- In this edition of Neighbors
cards featuring the Sister Lakes area in ~ we have selected postcards
a book written by RL Rasmussen. The showing images of various plac-

THE WHEELS ARE -
GOING AROUND 1N

R : ‘;fﬁ“. oy N T t RN . ' | The Famous GE““iPE,ﬂEffﬂuﬂugak .af"
SNellEEWEET peens | s Wi R
AND I WISH YOU WERE HERE TO GO AROUND WITH ME | | "o o s s e = e )
T ————

Carter’s Eectric Motors

Service and Sales
Specializing in sprinkler pumps

HAMPSHIRE
Country Club

Open to the Public
Dogwood Hampshire

Two 18-hole courses
29592 Pokagon Hwy, Dowagiac, MI 49047

= Ph: 476-2220
63474 Union Rd.
Vancaia, Cell: 506-6108

For info or a tee time call (269) 782-7476
https://www.hampshire36.com

CHARMAYNE
NASCO-DALY

BBTYT Avenue A

Edwardsburg, M 49112 Jim Leachy = .
Phone: (268) 699-5103 459818 Decatur Road’ : NING ALLS Download the
Toll Free: 1-888-EAGLE-LA Cassopolis, MI 490315 & FLAGSTONE PATIOS "HARDING'S MARKETS" app
{1-888-324-5352) phone/Tax: 269.445.2111 ml;:::irm?;m“"_ i f Kl a1
www.eaglelakemarine.com Eemaiti landsapo@yahoa.com U7 mREWOOD or weekly speclals

INSLRED

illandscapingsite.com

Making the cBmate comfortable since 1967
\ _ . 1' Drew Herendeen
| I - 1'\1 . 1 11 1 L 4 l ;lffgrlrg.;lgugmebesign Center, Inc.

James Baker -Owner South Bend, IN 46637

269_476_41 1 4 & HOME drew@hearthandhome-sh.com D & M CANVAS

hearthandhome-sb.com
.'._ i
HEATING

DESIGN CENTER, INC. Sunbrella Roll Curtains, Custom Canvas Coverings
GESTHERMAL

Cassopolis, Michigan

" BTA-3T73- .
Office: 574-272-3030 Outdoor Furniture Covers, Boat Covers, Pontoon Covers

0: 269.244.8020 C: 269.506.3276
Where great ide win & great products are found! 12291 BIDELMAN RD.  THREE RIVERS, MI 49093

e R
Ry =
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Historie Posteards

"

Front Sirest BEast from Maln Strest, hnwu;.inmid-p,.\_ _"-E'ﬁ-lﬂ-[:f.
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FOUNTAIN PARK, DOWAGIAGD, MICHIGAN.

North | :‘ L/4\ Star

£ &m&zﬁc’@w Design & /ﬂfm/ﬁzfmﬂ

we insure your car.
because some people
never learned to park.

simple human sel

Union Insurance Agency
Licensed in Michigan and Indiana

15479 US 12 Union, MI 49130
269-641-5995
ashley@unionins.net

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

Www. northstarlandscape ne' :'
" FREE Initial Consultation! L A s R LIFE - HOME « CAR - BUSINESS
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Imperial Furniture " Get Fit Stay Fit
D (| wW A (= I A [ - : k4 ]
Family Owned Since 1962 . : . i The Cass County COA has outstanding

JULY 16TH-18TH Nanlks ‘' fitness centers at both locations. Each center

CLEANING OUT THE STORE AND offers a variety of cardiovascular fitness

WAREHOUSE OF “ONE-OF-A-KIND" ©  machines and weight training equipment as
AND DISCONTINUED ITEMS! ' well as In-Person and Zoom Fitness Classes.
rCTURES § Yrr-u - R Trained instructors provide assistance, advice
oin . _ and class instruction to help you meet your

fitness goals.

2 O 2 6 T E N T SAL E N +Balance, Stretch & Stability ~ *S.EAT.

* Cardio Challenge * Tai Chi

Thursday & Friday 9am - Spm - eH.ILIT. «Yoga
Saturday 9am - 3pm -

CLOSED WEDNESDAY JULY 15™
- Cass Lowe Center (269) 445-8110 Front Street Crossing
57530 M-51 South, Dowagiac, Ml County 2 COA 60525 Decatur Rd. www. CassCOA.org 227 S. Front Street
269-782-5020 Enkamcing Life Cassopolis, MI 49031 | facebook.com/CassCOA | Dowagiac, M 49047
www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

Estate Planning
Business Counsel
Elder Law
Litigation

THK LAW, LLP

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart thklaw.com
269.445.1818

WSERVICE;

SALES
PARTS
APPAREL

STOP IN TODAY AND LETS GET YfOU ON YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE!

R, CALL ORTEXT B 269-663-8424

@ WWW.KRUPPSPOWERSPORTS.COM FoLLow Us!

9 70440 M-62 EDWARDSBURG, MI 49112 'F
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American bittern decline in SW Michigan

by Jonathan Wuepper
Manager
Local History Branch
Cass District Library
145 North Broadway St.
Cassopolis, MI 49031
Jjwuepper@cass.lib.mi.us

on Estep of LaPorte, Indiana

photographed an American bit-

tern back on May 3, in a marsh

near New Buffalo. The
American bittern is a medium-sized
heron, which remains inconspicuous
among the cattail marshes due to its
brown and white plumage.

During the breeding season the
American bittern nests in cattail or sedge
marshes which border ponds and lakes.
They also nest in bogs, wet prairies and
meadows and occasionally hayfields.

In eastern North America, American
bitterns can be found during the nesting
season from the southern shore of the
James Bay and central Quebec, south to
the Ohio River. However the species is
absent in most of Ohio, Indiana, southern
Wisconsin and the southern lower penin-
sula of Michigan due to habitat loss.

At the time of European settlement,
circa 1830, in Berrien County, the
American bittern was much more com-
mon than today. The first local record of
the species occurred in about 1880, when
it was listed among the species reported
shot by local hunters in the marshes sur-
rounding Benton Harbor.

According to ornithological literature,

by Jonathan Wuepper
Manager, Local History Branch
Cass District Library
145 North Broadway St.
Cassopolis, MI 49031
Jjwuepper@cass.lib.mi.us
ometimes history gets lucky. During
g&'ﬂ when photography was in its
nfancy, John Piper of Dowagiac
took his photographic equipment into the
Cass County countryside, taking
Ambrotypes of homes owned by men who
paid a subscription for a new wall map
being published by mapmakers Geil,
Harley & Siverd in Philadelphia. The
forthcoming wall map was hand-painted,
showing the farms, acres of each farm,
schoolhouses, blacksmith shops, etc. in
each township of Cass, Van Buren and
Berrien Counties. An Ambrotype is a pos-
itive photograph on glass, very fragile,
and came into popularity in the US in the
late 1850s.

Since it was not yet possible (or per-
haps cost prohibitive) to print images
directly on the canvas map, drawings
were made of each of the images, and
appeared in the margins of the wall map.
One such image was that of the farm
house of Augustine Reading, section 15,
Ontwa Township, Cass County,
Michigan.

I was pleasantly surprised to find
that this home still stands as of June
2026! Using information located in the
Local history Branch of the Cass District
Library, I was able to determine this
house is of the Vernacular architectural
style. The late historian Stan Hamper
wrote of the Vernacular style: "Economy

American bittern (left)
on May 3, in a New
Buffalo Twp. marsh.
Photo by Don Estep of
LaPorte.

Bald eagle (center)
with fish in talons, May
27 at New Buffalo. Don
Estep.

Eastern garter snake
(right), June 4 at
Baroda Twp Park. Brad
Anderson of Bridgman.

American bitterns became sparse or
absent over much of the farming regions
of the Great Lakes States in the years
following World War II. I am unaware of
any confirmed breeding observations in
Berrien County in the last several
decades, although I would not be sur-
prised if they were confirmed to be nest-
ing in Grand Mere State Park, Sarett
Nature Center or the Galien River
County Park.

Most recent American bittern records
from Berrien County likely represents
migrant birds. On average the first
American bittern each spring is reported
during mid-April. Migration reaches its
peak in early to Mid-May. In the fall,
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most American bitterns depart our area
by October and spend the winter months
in the southern Atlantic and Gulf states
south into Mexico and Central America.

One bird species that has made a
remarkable comeback since the mid-20th
Century is the bald eagle. One of these
majestic birds was photographed by Don
Estep at daybreak on May 27 at New
Buffalo Harbor. It is believed that this
bald eagle is tending to eaglets in a near-
by nest!

Bald eagles can be seen in Southwest
Michigan during any month or the year,
but are most common during the spring
and autumn migration. There are likely a
half dozen nesting pairs of bald eagles in

Local History

Old homes in Cass County

e N =t ...7‘:.3.31..___ -

T

the Counties Cass, Van

copying an Ambrotype.
This house still stands

LLLr .~_=:”n g

N & Architectural sites.
Credit: Cass District
Library.

Left: Screenshot of the

) drawing of the Augustine
Reid Reading (alternate
spelling: Redding) home,
appearing in the margin of |
the wall map titled: "Map of '\

Buren and Berrien" by Geil,
Harley and Siverd (1860).
This drawing was made by

today in section 15 off May
Street, Ontwa Township.
Top Right: Photograph
of same home, taken June
23, 1980, for Cass County
Inventory of Archeological

Berrien County. In recent years I am
aware of nesting bald eagles from remote
areas of the Paw Paw and St. Joseph
Rivers.

Brad Anderson submitted a photo of
an eastern garter snake, found on June 4
at Baroda Township Park. The eastern
garter snake is the most common snake
in Southwest Michigan. It is a non-ven-
omous snake found in a variety of habi-
tats including urban and suburban land-
scapes.

Jonathan Wuepper is an area natu-
ralist. Report your sightings to him
at wuepperj@gmail.com

Right: Reading home, now owned by Dan Stutsman & family.
Photo taken June 2026. Jonathan T. Wuepper.

and utility were the objectives in the ver-
nacular and resulted in a variety of
designs and the use of many different
materials and treatments which were
independent of prevailing styles and gen-
erally incorporating less fancy trim."

Augustine and Catherine Redding
moved to Ontwa Township in 1835, and
moved to Van Buren County in 1869.
Augustine died in 1882 and is buried
near Bangor. His wife, Catherine, passed
away in December 1885 and is buried in
the Edwardsburg Cemetery.

I was also able to come up with sev-
eral names of previous owners of the

house after the Readings. Most notable
was Peter Keen & heirs, of Elkhart, who
owned the home and farm from 1869-
1902. The Keens were incorrectly
attributed to being the first owners of the
home. In 1902 the Peter Keen Estate sold
the home and farm to Samuel Hoke. The
home and farm currently belong to the
Dan Stutsman family.

There is interesting information on
the families that previously owned the
home, but space does not permit it.
However, John Piper, the man that took
the Ambrotype photos had an interesting,
but short life. In about 1860, Piper and

family left Dowagiac and moved to Battle
Creek, where his occupation in the 1860
census was listed as "artist". At the start
of the Civil War, Piper enlisted in
Company D of the Western Sharp-
shooters regiment. He resigned in 1863,
re-enlisting in Company F, of the First
Michigan Sharpshooters. Piper was pro-
moted to Major on November 24, 1863.
He fought in many of the major battles of
the war. Local newspapers reported that
Piper was shot through the head, killed
instantly, on May 12, 1864 at the Battle
of Spotsylvania. His body was never
recovered.
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Boats. Marinas, Piers, Sports

Apollo Marine..........ccoceveienenenerececee D s 423-6011
www.apollomarine.net
Boat Butler.........ccccooveviiieiieececece B e 476-2222
www/boatbutlermarine.com
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YOUR EXPERTS IN
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

Start ups
Maintenance

Replacement heads
Blow outs

Landscape Design and Installation
Lawn & Bed Maintenance

NEW LEAF

" Complete
Landscape
CALL or TEXT - Services

269-462-0966

www.newleaflandscapesmichigan.com

That's what our
readers are

and that's what
this newspaper is

Want your
message to be
WELL READ
in Neighbors?

Call Fred at
228-1080
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MENDOZA PAINTERS

ALL PAINTERS ARE NOT EQUAL

WE ARE A TEAM
OF TEN
EXPERIENCED,
PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS

SERVING CASS
COUNTY AND
THE SURROUNDING
AREA

574-320-1004 574-275-5656
PPMENDOZA2017@GMAIL.COM

HS Granite:& Stone

Your Kitchen Deserves
More Than Ordinary.

v Quartz Countertops

4 v Granite Countertops

v Custom Cabinetry

Precision Fabrication
& Expert Installation

Locally owned and serving
Cass County and
= surrounding areas.

Walk-ins Welcome, Appointments Appreciated

Visit Our Showroom:
201 W State Street - Cassopolis

Call 269-228-8025

HSGraniteandStone.com




The Last Word

by PHIL VITALE
aka SAILORPHIL

Better to light a single candle than curse the darkness

s I gracelessly adapt to the
changes from senior citizen to
grumpy old man, I find myself
increasingly sedentary, sitting
well back in a fading, mostly
comfortable but worn recliner,
my feet elevated and my emo-
tional and psychological well
being idling like a suicide car
in a garage. I have no physical
evidence (unless you count the testimony of my beloved
spouse), but I imagine there are wisps of black sooty,
smoke venting from my ears, and that my lips are
curled in a churl of impotent rage at the indignities and
inequities the combo that mid-septuagenarianism and a
rapidly deteriorating physique are dumping upon me.

I suppose I could light that one proverbial candle
rather than curse the darkness, but I've rarely rolled
that way. When faced with adversity, self doubts and
daily doses of dotage I've traditionally been more prone
to roll myself out to the kitchen, nip a cold pint out of
the refer and self-justify my gloom by zoning out over
some forgettable, hackneyed, mental-floss of a novel or a
mindless NY Times crossword that has cheat-at-will
answers conveniently listed in the back appendix.

But of late I seem to be noticing a diversion in the
force, and I find myself numbly staring out the window
at my front yard, which I'm told is the same yard I've
been staring at for the past 25 years..

Even though it doesn't seem to have changed much,
what's left of my memories are indicating some hard,
definitely maybe kind of truths. Most of the old fishing
cottages that used to be out there have money-morphed
into mega-mortgaged McMansions. The swampy wood-
ed shore directly across from me was long ago slashed
away, and the up-north lakey look that shore once sport-
ed has become a manicured, city-looking grassy lawn.
The rickety, leaning old piers that once wharfed rickety,
leaky sailboats and time-worn wooden row boats are
now flanked with brightly colored jet skis, $100,000+
super-powered motorized monsters and wave running
tsunami producers that seem better suited for the Great
Lake Gitchigoomie than Birch's banal blandness.

But that's just the grumpy old man in me blocking

that once sloe-eyed but hyperactive lake dog who used
to howl at the moon, swim and fish and sail when life
was slow and easy and my knees didn't hurt and my
arthritis hadn't turned my hands into hideous claws and
I could sleep through a whole night without having to
get up for a bathroom break every couple hours ...

Back before I got so old.

And grumpy.

On the rare days when I feel like it might be worth
chewing through the restraints to get up in the morn-
ing; when the sun dawns bright and clear and the lake
surface is calm and soothing; when my eyes are focusing
well and the demons that plagued my nighttime dreams
have gotten a two-cup Folgerizaton to drive away my
waking hallucinations, the view is pretty good, and I
start thinking I can see things like I used to see them.

And, oh, the things I can see out there today.

On a day like today, with apologies to Barbara
Streisand, I can see forever ... and back again.

As I'm writing this today, the lake is reflecting a
spectacularly blue sky, with big, puffy, fluffy white
clouds floating around like giant cotton balls drifting
over the far shore. The longer I watch and the more my
mind drifts along with the cotton swabs and as I drift
away from my laptop's keyboard, I started seeing the
clouds rearrange into shapes that resemble mythical
creatures, fairies' arms, dragon's heads and lions'
manes. And though I haven't visited a dispensary in
weeks, I've completely forgotten what I was trying to
write, and I drift with the clouds to memories so sweet
I'm going to need an emotional insulin infusion.

As I was writing this today, I suddenly remembered
the elation of buying a lake house (but bracing myself
against the accompanying mortgage-o-phobia caused by
the obscene numbers and incomprehensible, overly
legal-ized fine print on the closing documents).

And as I was writing this today, I remembered buy-
ing my first boat, a small, wooden flat-bottomed fishing
boat that had two splinter-ladened oars and a wee putt-
putt outboard that would only start with half a can of
starting fluid blasted into the carb and two-dozen
arm-wrenching pulls on a worn rope cord with a blis-
ter-inducing metal t-shaped handle. And I remembered
the awe of the first summer visitors here; the ducks and

the herons and the swans and the coots, and I remem-
ber the first photo-worthy fish, a good-sized, hun-
gry-looking smallie that I held out at arm's length both
to make it look larger in the picture and to hide the
Cheshire cat grin that was plastered across my face.

As I was writing this today, those and a hundred
other memories spilled over my sea wall into the yard ...
and I realized that old man or not, I'm in the "golden
years of my life, and I should relish all the memories
and the experiences, the friendships and love.

But then, as I was writing this today, the proverbial
other shoe fell, and that kinda put a damper on things.

And I remembered meeting the neighbors for the
first time and sharing a happy hour with on the deck
with the notorious Bad Patty and her husband Bill and
a floppy-eared Bassett hound named Ethyl; and I
remembered year after year of happy hours after happy
hours filled with laughter and friendship and fun and
Ethyl fur. And then I remembered that both Ethyl and
Bad Patty had moved on to their big lake in the sky ...
and that kind of put a damper on things.

Then I remembered brother Chris visiting and the
two of us sitting and having a beer (or several) and lis-
tening to music and laughing at old family jokes about
our brother Paul (who Chris and I always said was an
only child} and carrying on for hours and making plans
for next time and on and on and on. And then I remem-
bered both Chris and Paul had moved on to his big lake
in the sky ... and that kind of put a damper on things.

Then I remembered all the summer days, years ago,
when I'd look out my window and see the sun shining
and the wind blowing up a small gale, and I'd go jump
onto my sailboat and join the fleet for hours of hard-
fought, hiked--over races ... and then I remembered all
my friends and sailors who aren't here to sail with any-
more .. and that kinda put a damper on things.

And as I was writing this today I realized that gold-
en years be damned, I've become that grumpy old man.

And unfortunately, the only things golden about
golden year as of old is are the golden stuff running
down the inside of my leg.

And that kinda puts a damper on things.

Maybe tomorrow I'll light a candle if it doesn't rain.

Or maybe Il just look out the window.
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