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GIONAL NEWS

Cass County Conservation
District Tree and Plant Sale

Spring is here, and to celebrate, why
not order some great additions to your
landscape from the Cass County
Conservation District’s Annual Tree and
Plant Sale? They are taking orders now
through April 3, with pick-up at the
Cassopolis COA on April 16 from 3:30 pm
to 7 pm, April 17 from 9 am to 4:30 pm
and April 18 from 9 am until noon.
Delivery is available for an extra fee.
Orders will be filled on a first come-first
serve basis, and supplies may be limited.

There is something for everyone
including Spicebush, White Flowering
Dogwood, Arrowwood Viburnum, JoePye,
Butterfly Milkweed, Balsam Fir,
Concolor Fir, Eastern White Pine,
Norway Spruce, Red Cedar and Red
Pine, Yellow Birch, Sugar Maple, Red
Maple, Shingle Oak, White Oak,
Sycamore or American Planetree, Black
Walnut, Paw Paw trees. For people who
want to raise fruit, Auvil Early Fuji, Red
Cameo, Honeycrisp, and Yellow Newton
apple trees, along with Manchurian
Crabapple, Blackgold Cherry,
Montmorency Tart Cherry, Stella Cherry,
Italian Prune, Canadian Harmony Peach,
Redhaven Peach and Bartlett Pear round
out the fruit tree offerings. They even
have some edible fruit plants, including
Jeanne Gooseberry, Nova Raspberry and
American Black Elderberry.

For more information, visit http://
casscedistrict.org or call at 445-8641,
extension 5.

Electronics recycling program
Waste Management is introducing a
weekly electronics recycling program at

PRO X 648

PROFESSIONAL STAND ON MOWER 2

its Three Rivers-area location.

Collection will take place 7:30 am to
11:30 am on Saturdays at 60050 Roberts
Rd. The service is provided by St. Joseph-
based Green Earth Electronics Recycling
and a partnership between Waste
Management and St. Joseph County.

Accepted electronic items include
computers and laptops, LCD monitors,
CRT monitors, keyboards, mice and
speakers, printers, wires and cords,
audio/visual equipment, and LCD, plas-
ma and tube televisions. In addition, the
collection will accept stereo equipment,
game consoles, wires and cords, car bat-
teries, kitchen appliances and electronics,
lamps and Christmas lights. It will not
accept Freon units, light bulbs and PCB
lighting, smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors, alkaline batteries, household
hazardous waste and electronics that
have been exposed to radiation.

Historical Society meeting cancelled

The April 21 meeting of the Cass
County Historical Society is CANCELED
dute to the virus pandemic. The next
meeting is scheduled for May 19th with
speaker County Surveyor, Tom
Stephenson on “History of Surveying in
Cass County.” Election of officers will be
held. Also, an important discussion of
the future of the society will be held.

The meeting will be held at the Cass
District Library, M 62, Cassopolis at 7
pm. For further information , contact
Allen F. Butchbaker, President, at 279-
244-8479 or allenbutchbaker@gmail.com.

County 4-H auction postponed
In response to recommendation of
the state government, the Cass County

m W

-~ NEW FOR 2020

« 22 HP* Kawasaki FX691v
« 48" FAB triple-blade deck
« Hydro-Gear®PK 12cc pumps

AFTER DISCOUNT

*8,499™

4-H Leaders’ Association has postponed
its 8th annual dinner and live auction
until Saturday, May 30.

For those that have purchased their
tickets for the popular Nelson’s chicken
dinner and will not be able to make it to
the new date, refunds will be offered in
the MSU Extension Office.

For more information, contact Hailey
Harman, Cass County 4-H Program
Coordinator at 269-445-4438.

SBA Economic Injury Loans

The U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) is offering low-in-
terest federal disaster loans for working
capital to small businesses suffering sub-
stantial economic injury as a result of the
Coronavirus (COVID-19).

SBA’s loans (or working capital
loans) are available to small businesses,
small agricultural coops, small aquacul-
ture businesses and most private
non-profit organization, including:

* Businesses directly affected by the
disaster

* Businesses that offer services directly
related to the businesses

* Other businesses indirectly related the
industry that is likely to be harmed by
losses in their community

Criteria for loan approval include:

* Credit History - Applicants must have
a credit history acceptable to SBA.

* Repayment — SBA must determine that
the applicant's business has the ability to
repay the SBA loan.

+ Eligibility - The applicant business
must be physically located in a declared
county and have suffered working capital
losses due to the disaster, not due to a
downturn in the economy or other rea-

sons.

Limits include:

+ Eligible entities may qualify for loans
up to $2 million. Loans over $25,000
must be supported by collateral

* The interest rates for this disaster are
3.75 percent for small businesses and
2.75 percent for nonprofit organizations
with terms up to 30 years.

+ Eligibility for these working capital
loans is based on the size (must be a
small business) and type of business and
its financial resources.

These working capital loans may be
used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts
payable, and other bills that could have
been paid had the disaster not occurred.
The loans are not intended to replace lost
sales or profits or for expansion.

Examples of eligible industries
include but are not limited to the follow-
ing: hotels, recreational facilities, charter
boats, manufactures, sports vendors,
owners of rental property, restaurants,
retailers, souvenir shops, travel agencies,
and wholesalers.

Apply at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/
ela/ba.gov/ela

Coronavirus SBA en Espafiol https://
www.usa.gov/espanol/coronavirus

COVID-19 Business Resources

All Service Corps of Retired
Executives (SCORE) chapters across the
country have suspended in-person events,
until further notice. Upcoming workshops
may be postponed or held online.
Mentors are available to participate in
remote mentoring sessions via phone,
email and video. If you already have a
SCORE mentor, ask to use a remote
mentoring method for your sessions.

EXCEPTIONAL FINANCING AVAILABLE. :
AVAILABLE ON SELECT MODELS TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS. g

XT2 LX46 EFI

Lawn Tractor

® Cub Cadet 679cc EFI Twin
¢ 46" FAB twin-blade deck
e Tuff Torq® Transmission

| SALE PRICE: |
$2,499" | After $100 Discount

ZT1 42

Zero-Turn Rider

e 22 HP* Twin KH 7000
® 42" twin-blade deck
* Premium Seat

After $100 Discount

ZT1 46

Zero-Turn Rider

e 679cc Cub Cadet Twin
® 46" twin-blade deck
® Hydro-Gear™ EZT 2200

$2,799" | After $100 Discount

Cass OQutdoor Power Equipment
62101 M-62 South, Cassopolis, MI 49031

2b63-445-2231

other offer.

1 Restrictions apply. See store for details. See Cass Outdoor Power Equipment associate for details.
*$100 Off Ultima Series ZT1 is $100 off regular retail price of all ZT1 models. Prices shown reflect $100 savings. Offer valid 4/2/20 - 5/2/20. $100 off regular retail price of XT1 LT46 and XT2 LX46. Offer valid 4/8/50 - 4/26/20. Offer not valid on other models. Cannot be combined with any

** Product Price -Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. For full warranty details, visit cubcadet.com or see your local dealer. See your local dealer for limited warranty details
and information. Certain restrictions apply. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. A Commercial products are intended for Professional use. T As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross
horsepower at 3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. 1 As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International.

cubcadet.com
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REGIONAL EVENTS CALENDAR

Editor's Note: In light of the precautions and
restrictions that have arisen during the coronavirus
pandemic, many local and regional events have been
changed, postponed or canceled. Check with orga-
nizers prior to attending event.

Known postponements, closings
changes and cancellations:

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced that
ALL MICHIGAN SCHOOLS would close
until at least April 13. Additionally, many schools have
officially canceled ALL SCHOOL SPORT-
ING EVENTS scheduled through April 1. Gov.
Whitmer has also temporarily shut down ALL
BARS AND RESTAURANTS.
Restaurants are still permitted to prepare food for car-
ry-out and delivery service, and Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer ordered al BARBERSHOPS,
HAIR, NAIL AND TANNING
SALONS AND OTHER NON-ES-
SENTIAL PERSONAL CARE BUSI-
NESSES fo close through April 13. The Michigan
Department of Natural Resources announced that it
is closing multiple areas until at least April 13 includ-
ing STATE PARK CAMPGROUNDS,
OVERNIGHT LODGING FACILI-
TIES AND SHELTERS. State parks and
recreation areas will remain open to provide residents
with opportunities to get outdoors, as long as all visi-
tors follow proper social distancing of at least 6 feet
between yourself and another person.

CASS COUNTY GOVERNMENT
FACILITIES wil be implementing enhanced
access changes in response to the Governor’s
Emergency Declarations and Executive Orders. All
Essential Services will Continue. If you have an emer-
gency, dial 911.

The CASS COUNTY BUILDING will be
closed to public access without advance appoint-
ments via phone to each office. Residents are

encouraged to make use of this Website both for
updates and for conducting of business. A drop box
for payments and further guidance will be available
outside the entrance.

The CASS COUNTY LAW AND
COURTS BUILDING vil allow limited
Public Access. People with business before the
Courts are encouraged call in advance.

Al CASS DISTRICT LIBRARIES are
closed until at least April 5, but that could extend lon-
ger due to the outbreak. The library has canceled
almost all upcoming programs.

The CASS COUNTY COUNCIL ON
AGING (COA) will be closed until (hopefully)
Monday, April 6, but will re-assess as we get closer to
that date. The COA will continue to provide essential
services during this time, including Meals, In-Home
Care, Medical Transportation, and Adult Day
Services.

THE CASS COUNTY ROAD
COMMISSION is closed, but open for essen-
tial services: www.casscoroad.com

The Cass County Parks Department announced the
cancellation of the SPRING EGG-
STRAVAGANZA event which was originally
scheduled for April 4th at Dr. TK. Lawless Park.

THE STAR PARTY AND CELEBRA-
TION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
DARK-SKY DESIGNATION OF
LAWLESS PARK, originally scheduled for
April 24-26 has also been postponed to a date that
will be announced later. For more information, call
Scott Wyman, Cass County Parks Director at 445-
4456.

CASS COUNTY 4-H AUCTION
AND NELSON DINNER FUND-

RAISER has been postponed until May 30, 2020.
Dinner ticket refunds will be offered for those who
cannot make it to the new date

MIDWEST ENERGY has announced the
closing of its lobbies at all district service centers
effective. The Cassopolis drive-through remains open
for regular business hours. If you have a special
need, call 800.492.5989.

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES vill cancel,
postpone or adjust several public meetings and
events. Visit the DNR closures webpage (https://
www.michigan.gov/dnr) for information.

Also, all events at the DEBARTOLO
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER at
Notre Dame are canceled at least through May 10

The weekday SOUTH SHORE LINE train
schedule, available at mysouthshoreline.com, will
have fewer trains overall but service focused in the
morning and afternoon rush hours. The new sched-
ule will be in effect until further notice. Weekend
schedules are not affected at this time.

Please check on the following
previously scheduled events:

April 17-26 - Happy Little 5k/Run for the Trees virtual
race, $34, michigan.gov/dnr

May 1, 2 - Michigan Lakes and Streams Association's
59th Annual Conference: Protecting Michigan's Lakes
and Streams, Crystal Mountain Resort,
Thompsonville, http://www.mymisa.org

May 22 - Dowagiac Community-wide Garage Sale
weekend, 8 am - 5 pm 782-8212

May 25 - Dowagiac Memorial Day Parade, 10:30 am
- noon, 782-8212

June 3 - Dowagiac Farm & Artisan Market, 9 am - 2
pm, 782-8212

June 6 - Porter Township Cleanup Day, 8 am - noon,
American Waste, Union, 641-2375

June 13 - Diamond Lake Annual Public Meeting (all
lake residents welcome) , 10 11:30 am at the
Diamond Lake Yacht Club

June 19, 20 - Diamond Lake All-Lake Garage Sale, 9
- 2 pm on Friday; 9 am -noon Saturday

July 4 - Diamond Lake Association Fireworks,
Firework's Island, Rain/Wind delay date will is Sunday
July 5

July 17, 18- Summer in the City Festival, 10 am - 5
pm, Dowagiac, 782-8212

July 25 -Steve's Run, 9 am - 1 pm, Dowagiac, 782-
8212

August 2 - August 8 - Cass County 4H Fair,
Fairgrounds, Cassopolis

August 15 - Rod & Roall Classic Auto Show, 7 am - 4
pm, Dowagiac, 782-8212

August 29 - Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa Pow Wow, 9 am,
Dowagiac, 782-8212

October 10 - Under the Harvest Moon Festival, 10
am -4 pm, Dowagiac, 782-8212

November 13, 14 - Christmas Open House
Weekend, 10 am - 5 pm, Dowagiac, 782-8212

November 28 - Small Business Saturday, 10 am -
11pm , Dowagiac, 782-8212

December 4 - Candle-light Christmas Parade, 7 - 9
pm, Dowagiac, 782-8212

VISIT THE #1 WEBSITE IN SOUTHWEST
MICHIGAN FOR WATERFRONT PROPERTY ONLY

SELLERS

STEP MARKETING PLAN

REGISTERED LAKE BUYERS

EXPERIENCED WATERFRONT
SPECIALISTS

BroxER, O'WNER

WITH 16 YEARS OF SELLING WATERFRONT PROPERTY
ONCY, MY TEAM IS ABLE TO OFFER THE PERSONAL TOUCH,
EDUCATTION, AND EXPERTENCE BUYERS & SELLERS WON'T

FIND ELSEWHERE

OUR TEAM IS

ON 120+

LAKES IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

WE HAVE16 YEARS OF
AS WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

WE ARE

TO FINDING

YOUR DREAM WATERFRONT
PROPERTY

MARAGING BROKER

FOR FREE MARRET ANALYSIS AND PROFESSIONAL STAGING ADVICE
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LAKE LIFE WITH JANE

There's nothing 'normal’ about it ...

by Jane Boudreau

ello Neighbors! I'd normally say
H Happy Spring, but the past few

weeks have been anything but
normal. I hope everyone is staying safe,
and I send good wishes to you and every-
one you know who may have contracted
the coronavirus. The world has turned
into a very unimaginable place...we are
trying to navigate our way with so much
uncertainty. I don't think there is much
more I can add that hasn't already been
said. Practice good hygiene, stay at home
as much as possible and accordingly with
state and government mandates, and
keep a look out for anyone you know who
is at a high risk and needs help.

So this isn't the best time to talk but-
terflies and gardens, but our lives are
going on, the sun is going to shine, and
being positive is actually a healthy thing.
In spite of being a little chirpy, I'm actu-
ally pretty much a homebody. I also tend
to be lazy so having all this time in one
place gives me ample time to work on
projects and squeeze in a few naps or
hours on Netflix. But I've taken some
time to put together something that may
inspire you to get outside in your garden,
do some spiffing up of your house before
(or after) Easter, and I'm throwing in
some recipes that are light and easy.

My tulips haven't come up yet but I
have nice green sprouts. These in an old

crock are from last year. It's such a joy
to see signs of spring popping up in the
yard. I was smart last year to add more
tulips, daffodil, and crocus bulbs so I'm
looking for a real showstopper of a bor-
der. If you don't grow them, you can usu-
ally find them at your grocery store and
Trader Joe's has them at insanely low
prices.

I want to work on adding more
perennial plants here at the lake and in
Chicago. Obviously, I can't be in two
places at once and if you throw in a vaca-
tion (or two), you might come back to
some dried up and withered plants. It
happens a lot with my potted plants and
I know better than to use clay pots--they
really absorb any hint of moisture from
the posting soil. If you really like the
look of clay or stone pots, leave the plant
in its plastic container and set it on the
pot. You can also "plant" a few smaller
plants in a larger pot while still in their
containers.

I did some research on plants that do
best in the Midwest. I'm not going to list
all that I found, just the ones I like!
Columbine has always been a favorite
and it does pretty well in partial shade.
You can find the plants in their bare root
form (I list sources below). When planted
in spring, Columbine may come up that
first year. A plus is that it self seeds.

There are two more that I think are
really pretty and suitable for our area:
Blue sage and Spiderwort. Blue flowers
are something we don't see a lot, and I

love the blowzy look of the sage. I have
spiderwort in a flower bed, it's small so
you might want to plant it in clumps and/
or along a border. Veronica, also known
as Culver Root, is absolutely a hands
down winner if you live near the water.
I've been thinking of planting something
right near my dock. Finally, Swamp
Milkweed (pictured) will make a nice
addition to the Milkweed plants we have
here in Michigan, but look at this color!
It does spread easily so I thin it out and
sometimes plant it in other areas. The
butterflies love and need the nectar.

You can find any of these plants
online at these websites:

Michigan Bulb.com
Brecks.com
Eden Brothers.com
American Meadows.com

Easter is right smack in the middle of
the month this year and I'm hoping we
can be together as we always have. I'm
doing a little cleaning and fluffing to get
that out of the way. There was a time
that I had spring decorations on every
surface in my house. Not this year. I
have been doing a big cleanup of all my
holiday and seasonal things, mostly just
before said holiday. I couldn't believe I
had twenty-three strands of Christmas
lights. I've collected bunnies over the
years as well; ceramic, stone, straw, fab-
ric...and they are large. I'm passing some
of them on to my kids and donating some
as well. I'll definitely save a few of my
favorites though.

I'm finding that lightening the load
even though I'm nowhere near clearing

out the storage room, is quite freeing. As
a lifestyle blogger I had accumulated so
many dishes, glasses, napkins, various
decorative pieces, wall art, mirrors, etc...
all of which to set a stage to inspire read-
ers to decorate and entertain. And this is
illustrated by the picture of my 2017
Easter table. Thankfully, I was frugal in
that I purchased a large percentage of
these items on sale, at thrift stores, or
yard sales. Trends come and go and peo-
ple can try to keep up or simply learn to
embrace what they have that works for

them. I'm on that journey right now.
When it comes to decorating, it actually
makes you become even more creative
when you have narrowed down what you
choose to use rather than using every-
thing you have. Does that make sense.
It makes me think of the show Beat
Bobby Flay, where the chefs are given
one ingredient to work with and around.
Less 1s just more challenging. So the sin-
gle-most important message I want to
convey on my blog and in my articles for
Neighbors, use what you have, do the
best with it, and no matter, have fun!

On to some recipes. I have a little
sampling of some quick, easy, and spring-
like recipes for you this month. Ifit's not

1 T TRA T AT

yet balmy outside, at least we can feel
like we aren't still stuffing ourselves with
comfort food.
Artichoke Hearts and Bean Salad
I've been on a roll with salads that
are slightly off the board. Beans are so
full of protein, as well as cheese (as long
as you are not eating it in chunks) and I
love the texture they add to all sorts of
dishes. This salad was simply a 5 oz. jar
of marinated artichoke hearts, drained,
and slightly rinsed. Brown them in a

skillet with a little drip of veggie oil. Add
a clove or two of minced garlic and stir
for a minute. Toss with the Canellini
beans and serve over fresh baby greens
with a squeeze of lemon and a drizzle of
olive oil. Top with shaved Parmesan
cheese. You can have this as a side salad
or as a healthy dinner with a loaf of fresh
bread.

Light and Fluffy Vegetable Quiche
I fiddled with this quiche a bit
because I was just getting tired of my

usual glorified baked omelet with cheese
and broccoli. I wanted a good punch of
flavor and vegetables that did more than
add texture. The key was cooking up a
few veggies for just a minute to let the
natural flavors come out before adding to
the egg mixture. Another overhaul was
using small chunks of hard cheeses rath-
er than the standard grated cheddar.
What an incredible difference it made.
You will like this for dinner with a salad
and bread, and if you have leftovers, for
breakfast.

Quiche with Roasted Red
Peppers and Asparagus Tips
Ingredients:

1 T butter

7 large eggs

3/4 ¢ milk

1 ¢ shopped shallots

1 c asparagus tips

3 green onions, chopped

1 c roasted red pepper (from the jar
packed in olive oil)

2 cloves garlic, chopped

1 c of dry cheese such a Parmesan,
Romano or pecorino, roughly chopped
A few pinches of dried seasonings such as
thyme, tarragon or rosemary.

S&P to taste

Directions:

Whisk together the eggs and milk.
Set aside.

Melt the butter in a large saucepan
and saute the veggies on low for about 2
minutes. Do not allow them to get limp.
Whisk them into the egg mixture along
with the cheeses. Stir in seasonings.

Bake at 450 degrees for 15 minutes.
Reduce heat to 350 and bake another
30-40 minutes. Let stand 5 minutes
before serving. Serves 4.

Continued on next page. See:

JANE
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

Floods and earthquakes - are you covered?

By Charlie Retherford
Kemner, lott, Benz Agency

any people assume they

have coverage on their

homeowners policy for

oods and earthquakes.

However, homeowners, condo, and rent-
ers insurance policies do not provide cov-
erage for damage caused by flooding and
may not provide earthquake coverage.

Flood Insurance - Don’t find your-
self floating down the river!

* What is a flood? A flood is a general
and temporary condition where two or
more acres of normally dry land or two or
more properties are inundated by water
or mudflow. Some causes of flooding are
fast melting snow, ice jams, heavy rain-
fall, and outdated or clogged drainage
systems. Damage caused by a sewer
backup is only covered by flood insurance
if it’s a direct result of flooding.

+ What is covered by flood insur-
ance? Physical damage to a building or
personal property “directly” caused by
the flood is covered by a flood insurance
policy. Flood insurance coverage is limit-
ed in areas below the lowest elevated
floor, (including crawlspaces) and in
basements. Coverage on a flood policy is
not as broad as coverage on a homeown-
ers policy. Take the time to review the
policy so you are prepared should you
have a flood — no one likes a surprise
after the damage is done.

* Will the coverage begin immediate-

ly? Since there is usually a 30-day wait-
ing period from the date of purchase
until the policy goes into effect, it is
important to be proactive. Don’t wait for
the snow to begin melting or the heavy
spring rains to begin. There are some
exceptions such as making, increasing,
extending or renewing your mortgage.

* How much will flood insurance
cost? Rates are set by the National Flood
Insurance Program and do not differ
from company to company or agent to
agent. Some of the factors that affect the
rate are the date and type of construction
of your home and whether you live in a
high-risk area or a moderate-to-low risk

area.

+ Can I get disaster assistance if I do
not have flood insurance? The federal
government will only aid if the President
declares a disaster. Even then, the help
is in the form of loans that must be
repaid with interest.

Earthquake Insurance -
Shake, rattle and roll!

* Does my homeowners policy cover
earthquake damage? A basic homeown-
ers policy does not have coverage for
earthquakes. You may be able to add an
endorsement to your policy or have to
purchase a separate policy.

* Is earthquake insurance expen-
sive? Some factors that impact the cost
are: The age of your home — older homes
cost more to insure. A wood home will
withstand an earthquake better than a
brick home. The type of soil in your area
and your proximity to a fault line will
also determine the cost.

* We just had an earthquake —can I
get coverage now? Like flood insurance,
you may want to plan. Most companies
will not provide coverage for a specified
period after an earthquake in your area.

* What is covered by earthquake
insurance? Remember, it is not just the
earthquake that causes damage. If there
is a flood after the earthquake, you will
want to notify your flood insurance
agent. If your house catches fire after
the earthquake, you should be covered by
your standard homeowners policy.

What you don’t know can hurt you.

Remember that flood and earthquake
insurance are for a specific cause of loss.
You will want to know if your detached
garage 1s covered as well as your home.
Will your personal property be covered?
Will your policy pay replacement cost or
actual cash value on your home and per-
sonal property? Are there limits or exclu-
sions you need to be aware of? Get the
facts so you can weigh your risk with the
cost of the insurance. Your insurance
agent will be able to help you in making
an informed decision.

JANE

Continued from previous page

These look so delicate and pretty but
the flatbread gives it a lot of substance
with a crispy bottom. The cheeses play
so well with the cranberries and rose-
mary. You'll be making this a lot!
Ingredients:

1 package of naan flatbread*
1/2 ¢ fresh cranberries

6 oz. Brie cheese

2 T cream cheese

2 rosemary sprigs

Directions:

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Spread
the cream cheese evenly on both of the
flatbreads. Top with the Brie, you can do
this easily by breaking it into chunks.
Next top each with half the rosemary and
cranberries respectively. Place on a bak-
ing sheet and bake 8-11 minutes or until
bottoms are browning. Let cool a bit and
then slice in strips as shown in the pic-
ture.

*You can find naan in your bread
aisle in most large grocery stores. The
brand I use has two pieces per package.
Play it by ear.

Spring Almond Bark

I think I make some type of themed
almond bark for every holiday. It's so
simple and you can customize it with
your own favorite toppings. I use the
vanilla flavor (you can find this near your
baking chocolate, it goes by different
names). Heat it up in a large bowl in
your microwave, stirring at thirty second
intervals. Once smooth, spread with a
large spoon on a parchment paper lined
sheet pan in a thin layer. Top with your
favorite candy pieces, even dried fruit if
desired. Refrigerate for 15 minutes until
no longer sticky, then break in to pieces.
Store in an airtight container and it lasts
for days. Mmmmmm...

Sending good wishes to everyone for
a happy start to spring, a blessed Easter,
and prayers for an end of this virus and
suffering.

-30-

Jane Boudreau is a writer and blogger who splits
her time between Diamond Lake, Chicago, and
North Carolina. You can reach her at bindy9@
yahoo.com
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off at dozens stores,
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nesses all across south-
west Michigan
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228-1080
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This item was used for
transporting precious
cargo in 1920 and was
heated with hot water.

What is it?

Answer on Page 14
Local History Page
of this edition of Neighbors

Courtesy of the Pioneer
Log Cabin MUSEUM,
Cassopolis, MI

Update on COVID-19 locally

As of March 27, 2020 at 10:00 AM: One (1) confirmed
positive case of coronavirus (COVID-19) in Cass
County; Two (2) confirmed positive cases of COVID-19
in Van Buren County, 2,294 positive cases of COVID-
19 in Michigan (43 deaths)

Earlier this week, MDHHS ordered all health pro-
fessionals to conduct testing for novel coronavirus in
accordance with the COVID-19 prioritization criteria
originally published by the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) [attached]. We are asking all of
you to help the community-at-large understand that
testing in our communities is happening but in order
to protect our vulnerable community members at high-
est risk for severe illness and make best use of the
limited supplies and capacity available, hospitals must
prioritize. This means that individuals who are pre-
senting mild symptoms may not be tested or if tested,
their results may be delayed to ensure high risk tests

can be performed and reported expeditiously.
Latest State and Local Updates:

Bronson and Ascension Borgess are both welcom-
ing community donations of unused personal protec-
tive equipment, supplies, homemade masks and mone-
tary gifts.

As the situation continues to change rapidly, we
recommend referring to these sites for the most cur-
rent information: Van Buren/Cass District Health
Department: www.vbcassdhd.org/covid-19
Michigan: www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
National: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
United Way of Southwest Michigan (local): for emer-
gency updates, links to trusted sources, food distribu-
tion sites, and self-care strategies: https://www.uwsm.
org/emergency-preparedness-response

The Van Buren/Cass District Health Department
continues to respond to the rapidly evolving COVID-19

outbreak. We are continually partnering with state
and federal agencies for communication and guidance
on COVID-19 to the public and healthcare profession-
als; coordinating and communicating with local com-
munity organizations impacted by the announcements
and executive orders over the past week, including
consideration for how they will impact our communi-
ty-at-large.

VBCDHD will keep our website (www.vbcassdhd.
org/covid-19) and Facebook (@VBCDHD) as up-to-date
as possible with the latest information, including
access to Michigan.gov/coronavirus data.

As our community responds to a global pandemic
here at home, let us remember that we are all in this
together - doing the best we can, with what we have,
to protect the community and people we love.

For weekly updates on the local situation see

https//vbcassdhd.org/covid-19

Main Library
¢ _"‘; Cass 319 M 62 North
District Library __- Cassopolis, M1 49031
o= 3 269-357-7822

www.cass.lib.mi.us Fax: 269-357-7824

Discover Your Library

Books, Audiobooks, and eBooks Adult and Children’s Programs
DVDs, CDs, and Periodicals
Public Computers/Internet Access
Wi-Fi Hotspot
Historical Resources

Main « Edwardsburg « Howard ¢« Mason/Union * Local History

Hoopla (movies, music, ebooks...)
Gale Courses (free online classes)
Rocket Languages

and so much more...

@ Neighbors %,

Fred Stein
228-1080

jack@beanstalk.net

Imperial Furniture

D O W A G I A C
Family Owned Since 1962

Furnishings for your Home and Cottage

Living Room - Bedroom - Dining Room - Matresses - Unique Accessories
Gifts & Home Decor - Special Orders Always Welcomed

57530 M 51 S Dowagiac, MI 43047 - HOURS: M-F 9-6 - Wed 9-8 - Sat 9-5

[269] 782-5020

800-884-5020 www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com

TELLUS WHAT YOU LOVE,
WE'LL MAKE ITHAPPEN

Call North America's #1 provider of custom
window coverings and get the style and
personalized service you deserval

30% Off 1-5 window treatments
35% Off 6-10 window treatments
40% Off 11 or more window treatments

WE DO IT ALL FOR YOU:
BLINDS = SHADES « SHUTTERS - DRAPES - HOME AUTOMATION

Must be presented at time of consult Expires 4/30/2020
Some restrictions apply
B BUDGET
B BLINDS
Style and service for avery budget.” 269-841-4184
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by SANDY FLEMING

o matter what is going on in
the world, some things are con-
stant and never change. One of
these things is advice about
how to help your children learn to weath-
er crises of different sizes and causes.
There are some crucial things parents
can do right now to help give their chil-
dren the tools to manage when life is far
more stressful than we want it to be.

Security

Children need to know that they are
safe and that they are loved. This is true
no matter what their ages are. From this
foundation, they can reach out into the
world and accomplish what they need to
accomplish. Especially in chaotic, stress-
ful times, it’s very important to keep this
part of your life in good repair.

How do you make them feel secure?
First of all, tell them. Remind them
(daily or even several times daily) that
you love them more than anything and
that you are doing your best to take good
care of them. Now, this doesn’t have to be
done using those words. Instead, tell
them what you appreciate about them,
their personality, what they say and do,
and so forth.

Examine your words to your children
today. Keep records, or record yourself if
you need to! Too much of the time, our
words to kids are directive or corrective.
We tell them to brush their teeth or we
reprimand them for not cleaning up their
mess. In some households, directive and
corrective words outnumber other types
of talking by 10 or even 20 to 1 instance.
Now, see if you can change that ratio. Be
intentional about conversing (and really
listening) to children as they talk about
what matters to them. Set a goal to say
more positive, supportive things than cor-
rective or directive things.

That’s not to say that you can stop
saying corrective and directive things,
though. For most of us, it means talking
more to the children. They still need to
brush their teeth and pick up their mess,
and they are not likely to do these things
without prompting. So the answer is to
intentionally converse and use positive
comments and praise in addition to the
correction and direction. And it is possi-
ble to phrase your necessary correction
more positively, as well. For example,
instead of saying “Don’t run in the
house,” try saying “Please walk!”
Teachers have been using this trick for
time immemorial, and it works like a
charm.

When you find ways to increase your
positive verbal interactions with the kids,
you will also find that their behavior and
self-esteem usually improves. You are
building a foundation for security which
will lead to resilience.

Consistency
Another foundation of resilience is a
sense that life goes on even when events

OUR CHILDREN

Raising resilient kids

are chaotic and stressful. Parents play a
crucial role in helping children develop
this feeling, and one of the key tools is to
maintain consistency in the household.
Kids thrive on routine because it lends a
sense of security. Most parents know
this, and they hold things like bedtime
rituals and regular meals to be sacred.
These will help kids grow into resilient
adults.

When life is stressful, schedules and
routines become all the more important.
First of all, parents know that kids with
too much time on their hands tend to get
into trouble. They fight with siblings,
they concoct crazy ideas that are unsafe
or damaging to pursue, and they develop
bad habits and selfishness. This can all
be minimized with a structured schedule.

Set expectations early that the kids
will have responsibilities and things they
need to do each and every day, like clock-
work. For times when schools are out of
session, set up a daily routine that
includes a balance of academic work,
physical exercise, household chores, and
pursuing learning for learning’s sake.
Don’t forget to build in some time for
family fun, down time or personal time,
and time for caring for someone else’s
needs.

In some families, a written down or
posted schedule is most effective. Start it
off when the kids get up in the morning
(and keep that wake up time regular-
sleeping until noon is not healthy for
anyone!) and move through the day in
regular intervals all the way until bed-
time. In other families, it is most effective
to make a list of daily goals. Family
members (yes, include the adults, too!)

Advertising

FACTOID:

Neighbors is delivered to approximately 3,000 homes on 22 lakes
in Cass County and available at over 100 businesses in Michiana

For information on advertising call Fred at 269-228-1080

that works!

can divide their day up as they wish but
will try to accomplish items on their per-
sonal to-do list.

Rewards

Don’t make the mistake of sucking
all of the fun out of life during stressful
times. Everyone needs mental and physi-
cal breaks, and families need shared fun
to bond most effectively.

It’s not bribery to offer rewards in
exchange for cooperation, either. Think
about it for a moment. Why do most
adults go to work in the morning? They
are rewarded! They are rewarded with a
paycheck, they are rewarded with sup-
port from their coworkers, and they are
rewarded with the feelings of self-satis-
faction that jobs bring to most of us. Can
you think of these things as “bribing you
to go to work”? Sure you could. But most-
ly we think of them as positive outcomes
for desirable behavior.

People are people, no matter what
their ages are. They tend to want to do
things that get them the desired out-
comes. And as a parent, it’s perfectly fine
to manipulate the outcomes of a child’s
behavior so that they reward or do not
reward it. Be intentional about the kinds
of behaviors you reward, and you will see
positive changes in the kids’ behavior.

So it’s perfectly fine to offer kids
some free time, some personal screen
time, or some adult attention for doing
what is expected and needed. You're
teaching them that good behavior has its
rewards. It’s only AFTER they have
experienced these artificial rewards that
they can develop the internal manage-
ment systems that make good behavior
rewarding because of the feelings of
accomplishment it brings. We all have to
start somewhere!

Some will say that they've tried this
and it doesn’t work. They feel forced to
resort to punishments of various sorts to
change kids’ behavior. They use time out,
grounding, removing privileges, and even
yelling or spanking to change children’s
behavior. The most likely outcome,
though, is a child who is afraid of getting
caught. Kids don’t usually learn much
through punishment other than that
they want to avoid it. So while your child

may stop running in the house when you
are watching, chances are good that the
running happens when you are not look-
ing and the kids just got better at avoid-
ing detection.

Try an experiment, if you are one
who is convinced that punishment is a
better way to manage bad behavior.
Choose two behaviors that your child
tends to indulge in and that you want to
change. For one, set up a punishment
system. For example, if your child bickers
with a sibling, send them to their rooms
for increasing amounts of time. For the
other behavior, set up a reward system.
Reward an opposite, desirable behavior
that cannot be done when the undesir-
able behavior is happening. For example,
if your child consistently does not follow
your directions, try praising and reward-
ing them any time they DO what you
have asked, and intentionally set up
times when you can reward them. Keep
track of how often you see each behavior.
Chances are almost certain that you will
see an increase in the behavior you
reward and little change in the one you
are punishing.

Fun

One last thing that is important in
times of stress or chaos that is out of our
hands is to keep a sense of fun in your
relationships. This means all of our rela-
tionships, not just with the kids. Strong
relationships are kept that way by
shared, enjoyable experiences. When life
is stressful, find ways to bring joy to
those you care about.

Families are in especially good posi-
tion to do this. Share good food with fam-
ily meals, play games together, sing
songs together, and laugh together. All of
these things will help you to hold every-
thing in place and minimize stress in
your household. They will also go a long
way to helping you eventually launch
adults who know how to weather life’s
storms, be they large or small.

* *% *%

Sandy Fleming is an educational consultant and
writer. Please get in touch if you or your child
have educational needs. Visit the website at
https://'sandyflemingonline.com.
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FIELD TRIP

Every year in the spring, the Birch Lake Yacht
Club sponsors a road cleanup around the lake. Since
I moved here almost 20 years ago, anywhere from 10
to 20 of us pick a Saturday morning to walk the
roads and pick up the trash that has accumulated
over the winter. We usually call the County Road
Commission and tell them we're doing it, when and
where we'll leave the bags of trash so they can send
a truck to pick it all up at one place.

This year, since most of our good neighbors are
still snow-birding in Florida, Arizona, California or
wherever else it is that snowbirds go to in the win-
ter, and since we have no idea when it might be safe
and prudent to return to their lake homes, and since
we couldn't go anywhere else for a field trip, my wife
and I (and our dog) started noticing on our daily
walks that since the trash was not taking a corona-
virus holiday, the job of cleaning up was looking
more and more like it needed done ... so we did it.

Over the past week we've cleaned up about two-
thirds of the roadsides around the lake, amassing
several bagfuls of beer and soda cans and bottles,
fast-food wrappings, cups, napkins and straws,
chewing tobacco tins, and an odd assortment of mis-
cellaneous litter that some surprisingly personal
and/or intimate items that made us wonder why
such an item might be discarded alongside a road
and who might be so brazen and uncaring as to toss
them in such a manner in the first place.

As disgusting as it may have been, it's done, and
we're headed home to take out our own trash.

That's spouse"gdﬁﬁyw:itg:_up"'
close and personal with a discard-
ed plastic bag.atitheleft ... Sandy
takes road. ¢leanup very seriously
... and atright, that's Superdog =~
Saba. shiffing out non-edible gar- §
bage that she wants me to get from §
the other end of the leash. &

14

Fitness Closé
to Home

Fitness Centers offer cardio fitness
machines and weight training
equipment. Centers are led by
trained instructors.

We Know Insurance.
You Know Us.
Let's Talk.

It’s time to get in shape. Join today! ' / Patti Badner
Cass
Counw%COA - . ‘
Enhancing Life KnOWIng S...4 $‘\—rOV\3 FOU“6Q+|O“

Lowe Center Front Street Crossing
60525 Decatur Rd. 227 5. Front Street

Cassopolis, Ml 49031  Dowagiac, MI 49047 ASk us about:

(800) 323-0390 » (269) 445-8110
whwwd CassCOAorg  facebook. com /CassCOA

® Personal & Business Insurance
® Health Insurance

m Auto Insurance

m |ife Insurance

® Bonds

° Stae of the Art Skilled Nursing Facility e Generously staffed in every department
providing professional care with e Located on 140 acres among woods

compassion and respect. and fields
o Variety of activities and home-cooked meals.
CMS 5 Star Accreditation uluta-OWﬂers I‘I
269-445-3801

23770 Hospital St. LIFE + HOME + CAR » BUSINESS Kemner |utt Benz

CASSCOUNTY Cassopolis, Ml 49031

MedicalCareFacility www.ccmcf.org 269-445-2425 | 800-228-7855 | kemneriottbenz.com
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hmmmm ...

thqt'si'the -

fi?st time
e fe

e Ok, it wasn't all icky ... the flowers were pretty.

You never know what you mlght find beS|de the road after the snow melts

“"“ T Carter’s Electric Motors CHARMAYNE
\ 1 ‘1 ] l l ] LAk NASCO-DALY
L t. b Service and Sales :
James Baknr -Dwnar @@ Specializing in sprinkler pumps BATTT Avenue A

269'476-41 1 4 ‘ : iy ). : Edwardsburg, M 49112

| el i Phone: (268) 699-5103

o ; e Ph: 476-2220 : Toll Free: 1-888-EAGLE-LA

HEATING 63474 Union Rd. S v @ {1-888-324-5352)

G E{‘{THER MAL 2 1 Vandalia, Mi Ce" . 506-61 08 L www.eaglelakemarine.com

At -YLLEUE LT
SYSTEM
ON LIFTS

CASSOPOLIS, MI%269.233.2222 EASY LEVEL™

o . SYSTEM
pierperfection.com ON DOCKS

Check out our new website

www.pierperfection.com OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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HISTORIC POSTCARDS

Historic postcards depict rich scenes of our area’s past

n this issue of Neighbors, Jerdon Arcadia Publishing.
Real Estate of Dowagiac, owned by Among other places, the book may
Floyd Jerdon and his son Tom, has

be purchased at the Jerdon Real Estate
provided antique postcards of a few of the ~ office on M-62 West, and at Whistlestop
many lakes in our area.

Gifts, which is operated by the Dowagiac
Floyd and his wife Donna started

Chamber of Commerce.
collecting post cards more than 20 years For more information or to get a
ago, and since Jerdon Real Estate spe- copy of Jerdon’s book, visit the web-
cializes in marketing lake property, it site: www.arcadiapublishing.com
was a natural fit that Floyd’s interest be

i | In this edition of Neighbors we have
directed to the lake cards. The collection (. ted postcards showing images of var-
now numbers many thousands.

ious places around Cass County. In
Jerdon has recently used many of lous p Y

his postcards featuring the Sister Lakes future issues, we will couple additional

area in a book written by RL Rasmussen cards from one or more of the area’s lakes
The book, which retails for $19.99, is in with views of nearby communities, lakes

its second printing by the publisher, and countryside.

\DOE-WAN=JACK
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REAL ESTATE, INC. Fred Stein DL o w2
(ns.supuhs,MM?[Bl NGETON e
MY STATEMLS®} 228-1080 phone/rax: 269 4452111 W] mameie
realtor.com jack@beanstalk.net -;-'}ﬁ:'rl:fnl;“lf-?.ﬂf.f:::ﬁff:::m 7 Hwoon
(269) 782-4000 WWW.JERDON.NET '

Nick Fryman’s Construction

Guality, Reliable. Professional

C Nick Fryman
Licensed ContraciorOwner

Complete Lawn Care Maintenance

M Lawn Fertilization Programs. B Shrub trimming
9548 Steimle Rd B Brush Hog work B Mew Lawns Installed
g:r;"c?u‘cﬂ.“ Gutters P W Spring & Fall clean-ups el 9
Rubber & Shingle Roofs B Mole Treatment B Snow Plowing
o epalrs 269.329.9088 269-445-3302
Sotft & Fasch Free Estimates
replacsmant Windows Serving SW Michigan and Northern Indiana 22232 Lnum Dr‘ cmwls’ MI

Wealth Management Reimagined

Financial Life Management @ Financial Planning @ Investment Management

Our Process: Helping to Answer Life's Big Questions

What do | want my life to be like? Will | have the resources | need?

Am | prepared for life's surprises?

Nu-. GE

(Awnmgs

UNITED CAPITAL

A GOLDMAN SACHS COMPANY

Specializing In
Custom Boat Covers
And Tops
Canvas Repair

300 Nibco Parkway ® Elkhart, IN 46516
www.unitedcp.com/in2

\(574) 522-3738
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NORTH 225 STAR

Landscape Design & Installation

Spring Preparation Reaps Benefits All Summer Long!

Clean leaf debris from your beds and lawn to help mitigate
fungus and mold, and promote healthy plant and grass growth.
Apply pre-emergent herbicides to prevent weed seeds from
germinating, and minimize maintenance requirements. T
Apply fertilizers to support strong and healthy growth as plants D ate TB D cfu e to COVID~197 www.STBCM.com
come out of dormancy.

Mulch beds to preserve moisture when hot, dry weather arrives.

Watch for signs of disease or insect infestation as the weather

changes...And call North Star for help if you need us!

i 'r Great Lakes

Call Now to Schedule a Free Consultation!
8 6 6-445-9 1 0 0 7 _ . . — : ; In h: ._ _‘ N o
_ 68.502_Dalley Roadmﬂ | Edwardsburg MI 49112
www.nhorthstarlandscape.net 260-414-4351 - www sthem con
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3XTH GEMERATION FAMILY FARM

5572 Decatur Road, Cassopalis, M|
269.445.3020 | jakescountrymeats.com

Feck You Con Truat ond Wikd-Cought Great Lot Fab

f
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ADVERTISING
that works
for you!

Contact

Fred Stein
228-1080

jack@beanstalk.net

h

Assisted care for your loved one is our specialty.

Cur comimunities are thoughtfully designed
to cater to the unique needs and dermands
of today’s seniors. Our care programs are
designed specifically for each individual,
providing the highest level of service when
it’s most needed. As your needs change, we
change with you. [t is our privilege and honor

to share in lifes joumey. 29401 Amerihost Drive
Dowagiac, Ml 49047

len

Assisted Living

e —,
e

2 LeisureLiving |gisyre-living.com « 269-782-5300
Y,

D

TUESLEY - HALL  KONOPA, LLP

attorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis-South Bend - Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com
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NATURE NOTES

Spring birds returning

Provided by Cass District Library
Local History Branch

nstantly recognizable as a harbinger

of spring is the American robin, sport-

ing red breast, white eye-ring and
sooty black back. While the species is
present year-round over the southern
half of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan,
numbers are greatly reduced during the
cold months as the majority leave the
state for the south.

The feeding habits of the American
robin differ locally between the warm and
cold months. During spring through fall
Robins can be seen hopping through
yards searching for worms and other
invertebrates. But when the ground is
frozen, the robins that remain here
switch to eating berries, the red colored
berries of the staghorn sumac being one
of the most commonly eaten by the robin
and other birds during winter.

The portion of the robin population
that does leave Michigan in winter begins
to arrive back in Southwest Michigan
during late February or early March, but
most arrive during April. Concentrations
of American robins along the Lake
Michigan shoreline during spring migra-
tion may number in the 1000s.

In our region, robins nest from April
through August and generally raise two
broods. The species has adapted well to
suburbia and nests regularly in shade
trees and shrubs. Away from human hab-
itation, robins prefer forest edges and
areas near streams and lakes.

In Michigan, pairs of robins claim an
average of about one-third of an acre for
their nesting territory, but studies have

51129 IN-933

Drew Herendeen
Hearth & Home Design Center, Inc.

South Bend, IN 46637

drew@hearthandhome-sh.com
hearthandhome-sh.com

Office: 574-272-3030

-

shown that these territories may shift or
overlap as the nesting season progresses.
By September, robins that nest in
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northern Michigan start passing through
Southwest Michigan for the south. By
November or early December all the rob-
ins that remain here will spend the
entire winter, as long as the food supply
lasts.

Notable sightings this past week
include the first American woodcock,
observed by Mike Mahler at dusk on
March 7 as a male performed its spring
territorial display in the fields of Sarett
Nature Center in Benton Township.

On March 8, I visited the Brown
Sanctuary located off Wood Street in
Benton Township, which is a 100+ acre
wetland preserve owned by Sarett. Here I
saw several species of migrating water-
fowl including common goldeneye, north-
ern shovelor, and hooded merganser.

A pair of mute swans was also pres-
ent, one of which appeared to be prepar-
ing a nest among the cattails. This would
be a couple of weeks early for mute
swans to be building their nests at this
latitude.

Mute swans are native to Europe,
and were first introduced in Michigan
during the late 1910s, in the Grand
Traverse Bay area and are now found
across the state.

Additional sightings of note include a
flock of eight greater white fronted geese
on March 5 at the Three Oaks
Wastewater treatment ponds.

A single Ross's goose was observed
on March 9, by Brad Anderson, on the
grounds of Pebblewood Golf Course in

Lake Township.

Anderson also photographed a pair of
Sandhill cranes that same day along
Jericho Road south of Bridgman. The
species has nested in that vicinity over
the last several years.

Please report your sightings to
Jonathan Wuepper at wuepperj@gmail.
com

LEFT: American robin perches on a
staghorn sumac at Chikaming
Township Park, March 2, 2020. Brad
Anderson.

TOP CENTER: Ross's goose in fore-
ground, as Canada goose stands
close by. Pebblewood Golf Course,
Lake Township, March 9, 2020. Brad
Anderson.

ABOVE: Sandhill cranes photo-
graphed on March 9 along Jericho
Road, south of Bridgman by Brad
Anderson.

61120 Cass Road
Cassopolis, MI 49031

G
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PLUMBING
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Jim Grover
Master Plumber
(269) 268-2017
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Unraveling the history of the Cass Courthouse

Provided by Jon Wuepper,
Cass District Library,
Local History Branch

he Cass County Courthouse

which stands today at the

northeast corner of Broadway

and State Streets, Cassopolis

is currently undergoing reno-
vations so that it may serve county offic-
es once gain in the near future.

Much of the history surrounding the
1899 Cass County Courthouse and its
predecessor, built 1839-1841, is scat-
tered,or leaves many questions unan-
swered, so I decided to do a little research
into the buildings.

The Greek Revival style wooden
frame building was built between by "the
Court House Company", made up Darius

Shaw, Asa Kingsbury, Jacob Silver,
Joseph Harper and Alexander H.
Redfield. The company built the court-
house for $6000, completing it by 1841.

Greek Revival style buildings were
popular in the United States beginning
circa 1820 until the 1860s. The 1841
Cass County courthouse was just one of
several area Greek Revival courthouses,
including Berrien County in 1839.

In May 1898 the Cass County Board
of Supervisors authorized the sale of the
1841 courthouse, but did not include:
"railings, bell, furniture, carpets and
heating apparatus.”

On May 2, 1898 a crowd gathered to
witness the auction sale of the court-

house, but the Cassopolis Vigilant report-

ed in its May 5, 1898 edition: "...the only
bid, made by Esquire Kectam of

1841 Cass County Courthouse, at northeast corner of Broadway and State
Streets. This photograph was taken before May 16, 1898, being the date work-
ers began moving the 57-year old building off the site so that a new court-
house could be constructed. Notice the stone foundation that supports the

portico, not present in any photos of the building taken after the move to West

State Street. Credit: Cass District Library.

Dowagiac, was $30, and the sale was
postponed until May 10th."

The Vigilant reported in its May 12,
1898 edition that the courthouse was sold
on May 10 to G.M. Kingsbury, for the
sum of $25.00, and that he had plans to
move the building not more than two
blocks from the northeast corner of
Broadway and State Streets, and gave
free use to Cass County for holding court
after the building was moved until the
new courthouse was completed.

The contract for moving the court-
house was let to C.S. Williams of Elkhart
who began work on Monday, May 16,
1898. When the building reached the
intersection of Broadway and State all
the telephone lines crossing the intersec-
tion had to be cut.

On May 26, the Vigilant further

reported: "The old court house is still on
the move, having been taken only about
half its journey." Presumably the old
courthouse reached its final destination
in late May, for there were no more
reports of any delay.

During its journey from its original
to final locations, the Cass County Board
of Supervisors met in the offices of the
Village of Cassopolis.

Several images of the old 1841 Cass
County Courthouse exist. To date, I am
aware of only one photo which shows the
building close up at it original location of
Broadway and State Streets, which
accompanies this article. In the photo
you can clearly see the old stone founda-
tion beneath the portico, not present in
all photos of the building taken after May
12, 1898.

1841 Greek-Revival style Cass County Courthouse, photo taken sometime after
May 1898 (probably around 1905) after it was moved from corner of
Broadway and State Streets to the south side of West State Street. The origi-
nal photo is labeled "Old Court House" so that it was not confused with the
new $40,000 stone courthouse, constructed over 1898-1899. Notice brick foun-
dation of portico. Credit: Cass District Library.
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THE LAST WORD

To die ... in the rain ... without toilet paper

ry as I might, I can't seem to
wrap my brain around the
bizarre, savage turn of
events that have so disrupt-
ed all of our daily lives and
sent us scurrying inside to
self-isolate ourselves in our
disinfectant and sanitiz-
er-scented sanctuaries.

Just a couple of short weeks ago I
woke one morning in one of the most
beautiful Caribbean harbors I've ever vis-
ited. The sun was shining, the air was
tropically warm and the unfamiliar
scents of a thousand foreign flowers waft-
ed over our balcony as we sipped coffee
and waited for a ferry to take us to a cab
that would take us to a jammed airport
where we'd stand in long lines in a
throng of what now I see was an almost
criminally dangerous gathering of poten-
tial carriers of germs, viruses, cooties and
zombie-apocalypse, plague-causing tour-
ists, travelers and biological terrorists.

Little did I know on that particular
morning that less than a month later
we'd be prisoners in our homes, warned
in the most dire of tones that we weren't
going to be allowed to gather in groups
larger than 10 people, let alone to fre-
quent any restaurants or bars, public
buildings or schools.

And little did I know that my wife, a
retired surgical nurse who has always
been an expert on disinfectants, asepsis
and sterile technique, was about to be
exhibiting her awe-inspiring array of
techniques for scouring, scrubbing, clean-
ing, rubbing and cleaning our home.

And little did I know that by now
even churches would close to the public
in favor of online sermonizing and drive-
by confessions, that doctors' offices and

clinics would close and doctors and recep-

tionists would warn well patients not to
visit for routine checkups, and sick
patients not to bother to come in to have
tests done to see if they might have the
disease.

And how could anyone have ever
expected that we would need to take
extraordinary precautions if we dared to
visit the corner grocery for now hard-to-
find items like meat.

And milk.

And eggs.

And toilet paper.

Toilet paper?

Really? Toilet paper?

I guess I can understand panic shop-
ping ... I live in Michigan after all, and
whenever the weather report storm team
calls for a snowfall, people storm the
stores and buy out essentials like ciga-
rettes, beer and, now, marijuana (I hear
the dispensaries are offering drive-
throughs and home deliveries since this
started). And even though I chose not to
arm myself, I guess I can understand the
hysteria that has spurred an increase in
the sale of guns and ammunition ... I
even heard from one neighbor who
stocked up on fishing lures and bait in
case the supermarkets closed and he had
to start eating the fish out of the lake in
front of our houses (can bluegill and bass
even get the virus?).

In a way it's a little like the mania
that swept the world when the famed
Y2k bug was looming at the turn of the
century. When computer geeks around
the world began to warn that computers
and computerized applications like bank
accounts, electric and water utilities and
credit cards wouldn't be functional on
1/1/2000 because programmers hadn't
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built in numbers larger than 1999 for
dates on most of the world's computers at
that time. As I recall, a number of other-
wise sane, rational, sensible people began
manically buying and hoarding food,
stockpiling water in kitty litter contain-
ers and assembling emergency kits of
matches, hatchets and batteries, and
storing them all in their garages, base-
ments and outdated and non-functional
nuclear fallout shelters that were hastily
constructed during the Cuban Missile
Crisis and the Cold War (I remember
being instructed how to properly crawl
under my desk in Mrs. Flack's third
grade classroom, and to put my head
between my legs in the event that an
atom bomb wold ever be dropped on
James Monroe School in South Bend).

But I don't remember a thing about
emergency toilet paper.

I read a news article on the Internet
the other day (I'm reading the Internet
every day because they aren't delivering
most newspapers anymore ... | guess
because people might be tempted to use
them for toilet paper ...) about a group of
thieves in North Carolina who were
caught on some highway with a semi
truck they stole from a supermarket ...
and in the back, they found 18,000
pounds of toilet paper ... and not a single
hot dog or gallon of two-percent milk.

Really? You're going to risk prison
over a truckload of toilet paper?

That's a bunch of ... ahem ... crap.

Let's be realistic. Even if one of his-
tory's greatest, most prolific authors had
devised such a plot and written it into a
novel, I submit that there isn't (and has
never been) an editor ever, anywhere
who would have accepted it, or a single
publisher who would have committed to

paying for the ink to print such a story.

Imagine Charles Dickens writing, "It
was the best of times, it was the worst of
times, it was the time of no toilet paper."

How would the London literati have
taken that?

And if Emily Bronte has written,
“Whatever our souls are made of, his and
mine are the same ... and all souls need
toilet paper,” Wuthering Heights would
have been banned much sooner!

And I doubt a publisher would have
accepted Lord Tennyson writing “Made
weak by time and fate, but strong in will
To strive, to seek, to find ... toilet paper.”

And I doubt Gatsby would have been
nearly so great if F. Scott Fitzgerald had
written “Whenever you feel like criticiz-
ing anyone ... just remember that all the
people in this world haven’t had the
advantages that you've had. Like toilet
paper.”

And I shudder to even think of
Ernest Hemingway ever writing, "To die
... In the rain ... without toilet paper."

If you'll pardon just a couple more ...
here are a couple famous literary quotes
that sum up my feelings on this subject.

For example, William Shakespeare's
Hamlet suggests " There are more things
in heaven and Earth, Horatio / Than are
dreamt of in your philosophy."

And in 1922 James Joyce wrote in
Ulysses "History, Stephen said, is a
nightmare from which I am trying to
awake."

And lets not forget history's most
quotable TV adman, Mr. Whipple, telling
us all to, "please don't put the squeeze on
the Charmin."

And after that ... %#@$, as Forrest
Gump so eloquently put it, "That's all I've
got to say about that ..."
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It's more than a home-—
its a lifestyle.

After more than 20 combined years of serving the
Southwest Michigan lake home market,
Paul and Peggy understand that buyers are looking for
a lake lifestyle as much as they are a lake home.

LOOKING TO SELL?

The Lake Life Realty Group only sells lake properties in Southwest Michigan, and it's our full-time job.
With every listing, we hire a professional real estate photographerto exquisitely showcase the property,
and effectively market it to buyers on our lake-only real estate website. We also apply digital marketing
strategies to improve visibility and reach, including Chicagoland buyers. When showing homes, we
offer an enchanting experience to help buyers imagine a lake lifestyle. These grounded measures have
helped us become the number one brokerage firm for inland lake sales” in Southwest Michigan.

INTERESTED IN BUYING?

Buyers need more from their Realtor than updates on new listings. Working with a professional partner
who is acquainted with the area (combined, we've been here more than 50 years) as well as Southwest
Michigan's lakes (we're familiar with over 100) plays a tremendous advantage in finding the perfect
water location, home and community. Whether searching for a vacation home, full-time residence or
lakefront lot, The Lake Life Realty Group has its finger on the pulse of the market.
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Information provided by the Southwest Michigan Association of Realtors (MLS).
*Gross sales of inland lake properties in Cass, Berrien, St. Joseph, and the southern half of Van Buren and Kalamazoo Counties, from 1.1.19 to 12.31.19.




