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3rd annual soles for souls, Fire
Cracker 5K/10K & Double Down
The Cass United Methodist Church
is pleased to announce its 3rd annual
Soles for Souls Fire Cracker 5K/10K and
Double Down on Saturday, July 4 at 8:30
am. Registration (open at 7:30) is at
Diamond Lake Marina, just east of
Diamond Lake Yacht Club, 21316 Shore
Acres Rd., Cassopolis. For more informa-
tion call 445-3107. For sponsorship info
contact the church at PO Box 175,
Cassopolis, MI 49031 by June 21.

CUMC Summer Bible Study

Tuesdays at 10 the annual womens’
summer Bible study will be hosted at the
Cassopolis United Methodist Church.
This summer’s study is the Parables of
Jesus. Class begins promptly at 10 am in
the classroom of Wood Fellowship Hall,
which is accessed from the church’s
O’Keefe St. parking lot. The church is at
209 S. Rowland.

More info is available from Dawn
Atkinson, class facilitator at dawnatkin-
son7@gmail.com or 445-2789.

Relay for Life Three Rivers

The American Cancer Society has
announced it will host the Three Rivers,
MI Relay for Life 30th Birthday
Celebration on June 26 and 27 from 12
pm to 12 pm at Three Rivers High
School.

If you would like more information
on participating, forming a team, joining
a planning committee, becoming a spon-
sor, donating gifts or other items, please
contact Kristen Wehling at 349-8710 or
email kristen.wehling@cancer.org.

Swap Meet & Flea Market

The Michigan Flywheelers
Museum will host its 19th annual
“Swap Meet & Flea Market” Friday,
June 12 and Saturday, June 13 at the
museum on 68th street, east of South
Haven. This year’s event includes a
“Hammer-In” and antique tractor pulls.

The event will start at 8 am Friday
and run until 4 pm. Saturday.

Held rain or shine, admission is $2
per person and includes all three
events. Children under 12 are free with
an adult. All proceeds are used to fund
preservation and education projects at
the museum.

Close to 160 sellers are expected at
the Swap Meet which is a large outdoor
flea market where trading, bartering
and buying are encouraged.

In conjunction with the Swap
Meet, is the Hammer In. In its third
year, the Hammer In is a gathering of
blacksmiths who spent the weekend
working on projects, discussing the
trade and demonstrating technics for
visitors.

On Saturday, the Lakeshore
Antique Tractor Club will hold tractor

pulls starting at 11 a.m.

The Michigan Flywheelers Museum
is a non-profit organization dedicated to
the preservation of antique farm
machinery and its history. It hosts one
of the largest antique engine and trac-
tor shows in the state every September.
This year’s show will be held Thursday,
Sept. 10 through Sunday, Sept. 13.

For more information, contact the
museum at 269-639-2010, www.michi-
ganflywheelers.org, michiganflywheel-
ers@yahoo.com or Facebook.

Federal Employees to meet

The National Association of Active &
Retired Federal Employees SW Michigan
Chapter will hold their monthly meeting
on June 23 at 6 pm at the Super Buffet
in Benton Harbor (next to Big Lots). All
retired/current federal employees, spous-
es/families are welcome. For information,
call Jean Rowe at 782 2769 or e-mail
jeanrowe70@comcast.net.

Smith’s Chapel open house
rescheduled to June 13

The open house at Smith’s Chapel
near Niles has been rescheduled to
June 13, from 10 am - 2 pm.

Learn about the history of the oldest
church in Southwestern Michigan. The
chapel is located at 29858 Redfield Rd.,
Niles, Mi 49120. For more Information
call 932-5242.

16th annual Coin Show

The Schoolcraft Coin Show will be
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 9 am - 3:30 pm
at the Krum Community Center, 515 E.
Clay @ust off US 131) in Schoolcraft.
Admission and parking are free. For
information contact Gary Manley, 273-
7070, email zendra@omega777.com or
visit http://schoolcraftcoinshow.com.

Art Show planned

The Cass County and Michiana art
show DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH will
be in Cassopolis on the Lowe Center
grounds on July 4 to entertain summer
residents from the many lakes and towns
of Cass County and Michiana who will be
waiting for the night time fireworks to
begin.

Visit their website at www.cas-
sareaartist.com to learn more about the
group and the art show. For more infor-
mation call Tom Rose at 228-8047.

ArtBash 2015 - Save the Date!

July 11, at 5:30 pm (CDT) Lubeznik
Center for the Arts in Michigan City will
host ArtBash 2015 at Blue Chip Stardust
Event Center. All proceeds will support
LCA programs and outreach The MC
for the evening will be ABC 7 Chicago
news anchor, Ron Magers.

Presale individual tickets are avail-
able for $150 through June 9 and at regu-
lar price for $165 after June 9. Tables are
available for $1500 through June 9 and
$1650 after June 9. Tickets available
online at lubeznikcenter.org or by calling
219.874.4900.

For more information and updates
regarding the event visit
lubeznikcenter.org.
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Lubeznik Center for the Arts is locat-
ed at 101 W. 2nd St., at the lakefront in
Michigan City, IN. Gallery weekday
hours are from 10 am to 5 pm (CDT).
Weekend hours are from 11 am to 4 pm
(CDT). For more information visit
www.lubeznikcenter.org or call 219-874-
4900.

Cass County CASA Hosts 8th
Annual Auction & Dinner June 26
The 8th Annual CASA Auction &
Dinner at Our Lady of the Lake Social
Hall in Edwardsburg will begin at 6:30
pm on Friday, June 26. The event prom-
ises lively entertainment, a social hour,
dinner and a live auction. There will also
be a reception with Judge Dobrich begin-
ning at 6 pm for those of you who wish to
give a little more.
Live auction items include:
m 4 ND football tickets for Texas and
Wake Forest plus a $200 Hammes Book
Store gift card
m 100 bottles of Craft Beer & Beer Steins
m Heavenly Banquet Fit For A King:
hosted by Fr. Joe McCormick & Rev.
Benjamin Hutchison, prepared by Chef
Lars Nordell, once Chef to the Swedish
King and Royal Family, for 10
m 36 bottles of excellent wine and a cooler
to keep them cool
m Eagle Lake Progressive Dinner &
Pontoon Cruise for 10
m 5 nights on Sugar Mountain in Blue
Ridge Georgia with the Appalachian
Trail outside the door of your 3 bedroom
cabin
m Dinner for 4 at Elkhart’s newest and
finest Artisan Restaurant with Lerner
Theater tickets
B Mackinac Island Getaway: 2 nights at

“VILLAGE OF VANDALLA —

SROUND R AILEUADDQ ;

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD DAYS
SET FOR JULY 11 AND 12

The Village of Vandalia MI and the
Underground Railroad Society of Cass
County MI will partner for the sixth
year to celebrate the heritage of the
Underground Railroad in the area.
Hours are Saturday 11 am -7 pm and
Sunday 11 am - 5 pm with activities
centered around Milo Barnes Park on
M-60 in Vandalia. There will be an
“Opening Night” performance on Friday
at 7 pm at Ross Beatty High School in

Cassopolis featuring Dr. Von and Fran
Washington in a dramatic reading of
their new play about the UGRR “They
Fought to Save Freedom.”

Saturday and Sunday feature guid-
ed tours of UGRR sites that tell the
story of the Kentucky Raid, UGRR
related displays and presentations in
the Village Youth Center; music and
poetry at the “Ramptown Cabin” in the
park, a Civil War Living History
encampment on the Village green, and
a soul food dinner in the Village Hall.

The historic Bonine House at Penn Rd
and M-60 will be open for tours both
days. A community church service will
be held in the park Sunday morning at
11 am.

Parking and all activities, except
the dinner, are free of charge, donations
are most appreciated.

More information on Underground
Railroad Days, the role Cass County
played in the UGRR, and the Bonine
House can be found on www.urscc.org

the Grand Hotel including meals

m Agawa Canyon Train Tour with 2
nights in Sault St. Marie, dinners, and
more for 4

m Chicago weekend at The Talbot Hotel
on the Gold Coast, including 40 dinner
options and VIP passes to 5 of the city’s
best attractions.

m Dinner for 2 at the LaSalle Grille with
tickets to Miss Saigon at the South Bend
Civic Theater

m RAFFLE: Four Winds Casino night

that's where

our ER team will see
you in 30 minutes

e
:.

Wait Less in an Emergency. Guaranteed.

In anemergency, the last thing you want to do (s walt. That's why we affer a 30-minute ER guarantes.
We pramize you'll see an expefienced member af aur ER team in 30 minutes..or less. (Fact |s, we sge
ey af our patients in just 15 minutes. ) So you'll feel better faster and get back ta your life sooner

Borgess-Lee Mamorial Hospital

Emergency Room

4230 Waesl High Street, Dowagiac

24 hours, 365 days a poar

e

including hotel, $350 gift card, and 2
Entertainment Event tickets to the show
of your choice

For more detailed information, visit
www.casscocasa.org. Tickets are $50 per
person and can be purchased from CASA
board members or at the CASA office in
Cassopolis. Tables of 8 are available.
Tickets for the optional Friends of CASA
reception hosted by the Honorable Susan
L. Dobrich are $75 and include dinner.
All contributions are tax deductible.

2 Ll

For more information contact Erica
Boulanger or Jim Ward at 269.445.4431
or casscocasa2@yahoo.com

Cassopolis Students Win
Michigan History Day Honors

The Sam Adams Team 5th grade
team of Collin Bogue, Kennedy Brooks,
Anna Leach, Keith Porter and Kendon
Williams won first place in the Youth
Group Performance Category for their
play, The Legacy of Nathan and Pamela

T AT
#'I' -
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Thomas. They also received a special
award for the Best Entry in African
American/People of African Descent
World History (Sponsored by Hispanic
Latino Commission of Michigan in
Partnership with Lansing Area Sister
Cities Commission).

Over 470 elementary, middle and
high school students competed for state
honors on Saturday, April 25 at DeWitt
High School in DeWitt. Local Michigan
History Day Coordinators Felomina
Patton and Ruth Andrews wish to thank
the many individuals and organizations
who supported the students’ efforts.

Preschoolers discover “Fish”
at St. Patrick’s County Park

Preschoolers and an accompanying
adult will learn how to identify fish found
living in ponds and lakes from 9:30 to 11
am on Thursday, June 18. The class
includes story time, hands-on nature
activities and a craft.

Nature Munchkins is a program
series for 3- to 4- year olds to explore
nature with a parent or other adult.
Siblings outside the age bracket are not
allowed to attend. The Nature
Munchkins series is offered by the St.
Joseph County (IN) Parks and classes are
offered at St. Patrick’s County Park.

Program fee: $5/child-adult pair and
$3 for a second child with parent. Pre-
registration and pre-payment required by
June 15. For more information, call 574-
654-3155.

“Qutdoor Adventures”
summer day camp

Registrations are now being accepted
for “Outdoor Adventures” at St. Patrick’s

County Park in South Bend.

Depending on their age, campers
might go fishing, learn archery skills,
paddle a canoe on our pond or catch a
praying mantis. Campers will discover
the natural world through active chal-
lenges, games, crafts or quiet moments of
observation. They’ll enjoy the health ben-
efits and increased awareness of explor-
ing and having fun outdoors.

Four camps are offered for children
entering kindergarten through 8th grade.
They include:

m July 6-10: The Great Outdoors! (ages 5-
6)

Sweep for insects, hike the trails and
explore what creatures live in the out-
doors.

m July 13-17: Outdoor Kids (ages 7-8)
Cook over a campfire, build a fort and
play some WILD games!

m July 20-24: Mad Scientists (ages 9-10)
Create potions, harness the power of the
sun and capture wiggly wild creatures!

m July 27-31: Amazing Race Challenge
(ages 11-13)

Fish, canoe, and enjoy an overnight cam-
pout!

For more information, or to request
registration materials, please call
574/654-3155, or visit www.sjcparks.org.

Disc Golf and Desserts!

Come to Ferrettie/Baugo Creek
County Park Disc Golf Course for a
women’s only game and have dessert
afterwards! Ladies of all ages are wel-
come on Sunday, June 7, at 1 pm. Fee is
$10 per person and includes a round of
disc golf, dessert and a disc suitable for
beginners that is yours to keep. Join us to
play in a relaxed, no-pressure atmos-

FACTOID:

Neighbors
is delivered to
approximately 3,000
homes on 22 lakes in
Cass County
and available at over
100 businesses
in Michiana

Advertising
that works!

For information on advertising here
call 228-1080 or 445-9200

phere. Give disc golf a try — who knows,
it might just become your new life-long
hobby! For more information call 574-
654-3155.

Registration Open for Summer
Classes & Camps at LCA

Lubeznik Center for the Arts
(Michigan City) summer classes and
camps are open for registration. Kicking
off the summer season is Painting for
Teens on June 20, a new class for ages
12-17. Young artists will apply tradition-
al techniques on canvas as well as study-
ing several artistic movements and meth-
ods in order to inspire students.

Have your child spend their summer
by the lake at LCA’s summer camps.
Culture Club Camp, July 13 - 24 from 9 -
11 am (CDT), is your child’s passport to
the world through the arts, crafts, music,
and food of Japan, Haiti, North Africa,
and Thailand. Famous Artists Camp,
August 3 - 7 from 9 - 11 am (CDT), gives
children the opportunity to create their
own masterpieces as they investigate
well-known artists. Techniques taught
will range from botanical drawings to pop
sculpture.

Adult classes offered at LCA this
summer cover painting, photography, art
appreciation, writing, hat making, and
much more. New this season is Art
Journaling taught by local artist, Laurel
Izard where students will create and
embellish their own art journal. Also new
is, Zentangle Methods, a one-day work-
shop that offers students an easy-to-
learn, relaxing, and fun way to create
beautiful images by drawing structured
patterns. This method is known to
increase focus and creativity, along with

an increased sense of personal well-being.
There are workshops for writers too! In
Memoir Writing students will document
memories of people, places and events.
Students will be encouraged to express
themselves in their own writing style for
their own personal pleasure, to share
with family and friends, or to publish.
Also returning is Phoneography. Master
the basics of smartphone photography
and be on the cutting-edge of the phe-
nomenon sweeping the world.

In a new partnership, Lubeznik
Center for the Arts will offer a ceramics
class this summer, off site, in the woodsy
setting of the Dunes Art Foundation
(DAF), 288 Shady Oak Drive, Michigan
City, IN. Jon Hook, a master of clay, will
introduce students to hand-building tech-
niques and the raku firing process in
Hand-Building and Raku.

To see a full listing of classes, teacher
bios, and to register for classes and
camps visit lubeznikcenter.org.

Lubeznik Center for the Arts is locat-
ed at 101 W. 2nd St., at the lakefront in
Michigan City, IN. Weekday hours are
from 10 am AM to 5 pm (CDT). Weekend
hours are from 11am to 4 pm (CDT).
Thursdays: 10 - 7* (Memorial Day -
Labor Day) *Hyndman Gallery opens at
2 pm. For more information visit
www.lubeznikcenter.org or call 219-874-
4900.

On the cover

The cover photo this week shows
some beautiful wildflowers growing
alongside a road in Newberg Township in
northeastern Cass County.

THINK GLOBALLY, SHOP LOCALLY

Organic WN Herbs,
Meats & Vitamins,
Produce Supplements
& Much More

Organic N '—’-% .
Wine & Beer [ ] Organic
4 Juice & Juice
Gluten Free Bar & Earth
Foods Shoes

GOOD THINGS FOR YOU!

Serving the area for over 18 years!

14687 SR 23 East, Granger, IN (574) 271-1497
M-Th8-8 Fri8-7 Sun12-5
www.downtoearthindiana.com
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Fitness Close
to Home

Fitrniess Canters offer cardio fitness
machines and weight training
equipment. Centers are led by
trained fnstructors.

It's time to get in shape. Join today!

o7 A COA

Enhancing Life

Lowe Center
60575 Decatur R,
Cassopolts, M 49031

Front Street Crossing
3T 5. Front Sireet
Dowaglac, M| 3047

{800} 3I30350 & 265 443-5110
weiw CanaCvoang  Tacebook. com ./ CassC 04
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June 6 — Super Fun Color Run, 9 am, Pick
up a registration from the Cass District
Library. Free and open to the public; run/walk
held at Cass County Council on Aging in
Cassopolis. Organized by Cass District
Library- Main Library, 445-3400

June 7 — Disc Golf and Desserts,
Ferettie/Baugo Creek County Park Disc Golf
Course (So. Bend), 1 pm.

June 8 — Summer Reading Club Begins, All
Cass District Libraries, Register for Every
Hero Has A Story at your local branch. Cass
District Library- Main Library, 269-445-3400

June 10, 11 — DIY Super Hero Cape, 10:00
am, Bring your own oversize t-shirt, call for
more info. June 10 at Edwardsburg Branch,
663-5875, June 11 -at Main Library, 445-3400
and at Mason/Union Branch, 641-7674

June 13 — Vendor Application Due for
Howard Library Arts and Crafts Fair, Cost is
$10 for one space for the arts and craft fair in
July. Call for more info. Cass District Library-
Howard Branch, 684-1680

June 13 — Porter Township Cleanup Day, 8
am - Noon, American Waste, 15621 Mason St.,
Union, 641-2375.

June 13 — Smith’s Chapel open house, 10 am
- 2 pm, 29858 Redfield Rd., Niles, 932-5242

June 15 — Story Hour Begins, 10 am,
Monday story hours begin for four weeks.
Cass District Library- Main Library, 445-3400

June 15 — Big Hero 6, 1 pm, Free family
movie, snacks provided free. Cass District
Library- Howard Branch, 684-1680

June 16 — Story Hour Begins, 10 am,
Tuesday story hours begin for four weeks.
Cass District Library- Howard Branch, 684-
1680

June 16, 18 — Heroes: Therapy Dogs and
Volunteers, 10:00 am, Learn about therapy
dogs and make a pet toy for the animal shel-
ter. June 16 at Cass District Library- Main

Library, 445-3400, Mason/Union Branch, 641-
7674, and 1 pm at Mason/Union Branch, 269-
641-7674; June 18 at Edwardsburg Branch,
663-5875 and Howard Branch, 684-1680

June 17 — Lunch Bunch Story Hour Begins,
10 am, Bring your own lunch to this four
week story hour session. Cass District
Library- Edwardsburg Branch, 663-5875

June 18 — Nature Munchkins discover Fish,
St. Patrick’s County Park (So. Bend), 9:30-
11:30 am, 574-654-3155

June 19 —The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge
Out of Water, 1 pm, Free family movie, snacks
provided for free. Cass District Library- Main
Library, 445-3400

June 19, 20 — Diamond Lake Garage Sale

June 22, 29, July 6, July 13 — DIY Tie-dye, 1
pm, Bring your own white t-shirt to tie-dye.
Cass District Library- Main Library, 445-3400,
6/29 at Howard Branch, 684-1680; 7/6 at
Edwardsburg Branch, 663-5875; 7/13 at
Mason/Union Branch, 641-7674

June 23, 25, 30, July 2 — Super Hero Training
Academy, 1 pm, Train like a superhero with
fun games and obstacles, Optional: dress like
a superhero. 6/23 at Cass District Library-
Mason/Union Branch, 641-7674; 6/25 at
Howard Branch, 684-1680; 6/30 at Main
Library, 445-3400; 7/2 at Edwardsburg
Branch, 663-5875

June 23 - 6 PM - National Association of
Retired Federal Employees, SW Michigan
Chapter572 will hold their monthly meeting at
the Super Buffet, Benton Harbor, Jean Rowe
782 2879 or jeanrowe70@comcast.net

June 26 — Cass County CASA 8th Annual
Auction and Dinner, Our Lady of the Lake
Social Hall, Edwardsburg, 6:30 pm, $50, 445-
4431, casscocasa2@yahoo.com

June 26-27 — Three Rivers Relay for Life 30th
Birthday Celebration, Three Rivers High
School, 349-8710,
kristen.wehling@cancer.org

July 4 — Cass United Methodist Church 3rd
annual Fire Cracker 5k/10k and Double Down,
8:30 am, registration at 7:30 at Diamond Lake
Marina, just east of Diamond Lake Yacht
Club, 445-3107

July 4 — All Cass District Libraries are closed
for Independence Day.

July 4 — Diamond in the Rough art show,
Lowe Center, Cassopolis, 288-8047

July 4 — Fireworks, Birch Lake, Diamond
Lake

July 9, 10 — Magic Workshop, Ages 9+, class
is limited to 30 people and registration is
required. July 9 at 10 am at Cass District
Library- Main Library, 445-3400 and Howard
Branch, 684-1680 and at 1 pm at Mason/Union
Branch, 641-7674; July 10 10 am at Howard
Branch, 684-1680, 1 pm at Edwardsburg
Branch, 663-5875

July 9 — July 18 — Sister Lakes Triathlon,
details tha

July 11 — ArtBash, 5:30 pm, Lubeznik Center,
Michigan City, $150, 219-874-4900

July 14 — Super Comics Drawing Workshop
with Jerzy Drozd, 1-3 pm, Ages 9+, class is
limited to 60 people and registration is
required. Cass District Library- Main Library,
445-3400

July 16 — Summer Reading Club Finale
Party, 1-3 pm, Featuring the Wildlife Safari
Live Animal Show, inflatable obstacle course,
and more! Cass District Library-
Edwardsburg Branch, 663-5875

July 18 — Howard Library Arts and Crafts
Fair, 10 am-2 pm, Come out and support local
vendors at this arts and crafts fair organized
by the Howard Friends. Cass District Library-
Howard Branch, 684-1680

July 20 — Math Scoops Ice Cream Math Club
Begins at the Cass District Library, Call and
ask for Stephanie for more info. Cass District
Library- Main Library, 445-3400

DECATUR. MI
Big & Little Rolls

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

Lo, o etk I £y, oo

63474 Union Rd.
Vandalia, Ml

Carter’s eiectric Motors

Service and Sales

Specializing in sprinkler pumps

Cell:

Windows/Doors

Drywall/Painting

Ph: 476-2220

506-6108

1125 E. State St.
Cassopolis, Ml

269-445-8205

2

MARTIN

Unlimited Inc.

A tradition of excellence

www.martinunlimited.net

e FENCE — Aluminum, Vinyl,
Chain Link, Wood

Vinyl, Aluminum
e Poly Outdoor Furniture
e Vinyl Brock Dock

Free estimates
all major credit
cards accepted

Kitchens/Bathrooms

Hardwood floors/Tile

July 25 — Steve’s Run, Southwestern
Michigan College, details tha

July 28 - 6 PM National Association of
Retired Federal Employees SW Michigan
Chapter will hold their annual picnic at a site
to be selected. Main food & drink will be pro-
vided, please bring a dish to pass. For infor-
mation, call Jean Rowe at 782 2769 or email
jeanrowe70@comcast.net

August 1 — Diamond Lake Home Tour on
Diamond Island, 1-5 pm, hosted by Cass
United Methodist Chuurch. Tickets $25/per.

August 25 — 6 PM - National Association of
Retired Federal Employees SW Michigan
Chapter 572 will hold their monthly meeting
at the Super Buffet in Benton Harbor (next to
Big Lots). For information, call Jean Rowe,
782 2769 or email jeanrowe70@comcast.net

September 22 - 6 PM - National Association
Retired Federal Employees SW Michigan
Chapter will hold their monthly meeting at the
Super Buffet in Benton Harbor (next to Big
Lots). For information, call Jean Rowe, 269
782 2769 or e mail jeanrowe70@comcast.net

September 26 — 16th annual Schoolcraft
Coin Show, 9 am - 3:30 pm, Krum Community
Center, Schoolcraft, 273-7070,
zendra@omega777.com, schoolcraftcoin-
show.com

October 27 - 6 PM National Association of
Retired Federal Employees SW Michigan
Chapter 572 will hold their monthly meeting
at the Super Buffet in Benton Harbor (next to
Big Lots). For information, call Jean Rowe,
269 782 2769 or e mail jeanrowe70@com-
cast.net.

December 1 - 2 PM — National Association of
Retired Federal Employees SW Michigan
Chapter 572 will hold their annual holiday
dinner at a site to be determined. Next meet-
ing is March 22, 2016. For information call
Jean Rowe, 782 2769 or e mail
jeanrowe70@comcast.net

Siding/Roofing
Insulation

Home Repairs/Services
Garages/Decks

CHARLES W. CARTER

Additions/Remodels
Licensed & Insured
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LAKE LIFE WITH JANE

Taking it outside in June!

by JANE BOUDREAU

think June is my favorite sum-
I mer month. The weather is per-

fect, not too warm or humid, and
we are ready to start enjoying as
much outdoor time as possible.

It’s also a time when I take my
love of decorating outside. The wis-
teria gets a good trim, pots of petu-
nias and geraniums are planted and
out comes all of our cushions and
pillows from storage. I love playing
with our table on the covered patio.
I switch it around almost every
weekend with a variety of cotton
table runners that can just be
tossed in the wash, bright colored
citronella candles (a steal at the
Dollar Store), and jars filled with
sand and tea lights that twinkle at
night. I like trying the ‘out of ordi-
nary’ for outside; shades of pink and
aqua blue are a little unexpected

and add that wow factor.
IR -3

We’ve had these chair cushions
for over ten years now. Buying good
ones is a smart investment but my
husband wasn’t too pleased when I
chose these in such a light shade.
We did come up with a method for
making them look like new every
year. We store them away in plas-
tic bags over the winter and in the
spring we lay them out on the grass
and give them a little shower with
the power washer. I mix up a big

bucket of warm water with 1/2 cup
of Tide laundry soap and a big scoop
of Oxy Clean*. Then I scrub away,
spending extra effort on any stains.
We give them another power wash
and let them dry in the sun. This
works really well — if you have
your own ideas, please share!
*Please note that Oxy Clean some-
times fades bright colors so you may
want to test it out on a small sec-
tion of your fabric first.

When the weather warms up
and the sun is shining, we take the
time to open the blinds and win-
dows indoors, cut some flowers for
vases, and maybe even decorate
with pretty shells in a basket or col-
orful stones in a glass jar.

On the flip side of the coin, I like
to bring the indoors out. Obviously
you have to keep in mind the ele-
ments so I use a lot of pieces that I
find at flea markets and yard sales.
Very thrifty and you won’t cry if
something gets rained on. I really
love an old chippy look with some
furniture and awhile ago I came
upon an antique mall that had tons
of mismatched chairs. I paid a few
bucks for three and spent an after-
noon in the garage giving them a
few coats of white paint and then a
little sanding to get a bit of time
worn scruffiness. I move them
around all the time. This old guy
sits under a tree on the patio with

e g ]
=
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an ancient flower pot filled with
pretty impatiens, Another year you
may find it in a flower bed with a
rusty watering can on it. Sort of
interesting and fun, don’t you
think?

I'm not sure about you but blank
spaces make me batty. This is one
of the walls of our patio. For the
life of me I couldn’t figure out what
I could do to make it interesting to
look at. The idea to do a sort of
nautical gallery wall came to me
when I was in a store and spotted
the piece of whale artwork. Then I
just gathered up things from around
the house. With the help of my
daughter, Emily, this is what we
accomplished last summer. You can
really come up with a lot of themes
... gardens, sailboats, farmhouse
antiques and implements, maybe
just a collection of your favorite art-
work. Fiddle around and have fun.
You'll smile every time you look at
it!

As I finish up sharing these
ideas for spiffing up some of your
outdoor spaces, let’s not forget that
spectacular decorator that lives out-
side our doors, Mother Nature.

Does it get any better than this? I
love seeing the clematis bloom every
spring, the fishing boat waiting
patiently for some early morning
outings, the water so calm in our
little bay but for a few ripples from

the turtles coming up for air.

Well, I think it’s time for me to
go sit on the beach with a good book
and cool drink. But first, I have a
refreshing recipe I want to share
that you will enjoy on warm after-
noons or to bring along to a party as
an appetizer to share. Very colorful
and healthy, too. I hope you like it!

Layered Greek Salad Dip
Ingredients:

2 large tomatoes, diced

2 cups cucumber, peeled and diced
1/2 cup red onion, diced

1/2 cup green pepper, diced

1 cup crumbled feta cheese, divided
2 T. dried oregano, divided

3/4 cup chopped fresh parsley,
divided

16 oz. (or 2 cups) plain Greek yogurt
1-1/2 t. salt and pepper each

1 cup chopped romaine lettuce

1/2 c. red pepper. diced

1/4 cup sliced black olives

Directions:

In a casserole dish at least 3
inches deep, layer tomatoes. Top
with cucumbers (in order, in layers),
red onion and green peppers. I
smooshed the layers down with a
spatula to make room for every-
thing. Sprinkle with a pinch of the
salt and pepper.

Now do a fine layer of half the
feta cheese, half the oregano and
half the parsley. Add dollops of the
yogurt over this and press it down
with a spatula. A tip--press and
spread like you are frosting a cake.
Do not lift the spatula up and down
or it will pull up the layers and
make a holy mess. Sprinkle with
another bit of S & P.

Finally, make a layer of the
romaine lettuce, remaining feta,
olives, red pepper, oregano and
parsley. Chill for 1 hour. Serve
cold or room temp with crackers or
pita chips. Serves 10,000. :)

o

I wish you all a Happy June. I
promised you a recipe for a great
take on potato salad and I'll get
that to you when the July issue of
Neighbors comes out. You’'ll have
time to make that and I'll even have
some cute and simple patriotic deco-
rations should you be planning a
4th of July bash.

If you wish to contact me with
any questions or to share ideas, you
can reach me by email at
Blondiesjournal@gmail.com. You
can also follow my blog online at
Blondiesjournals.blogspot.com.

~Jane
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Are you retiring within the next five years?

What should you focus on as
the transition approaches?

Provided by Greg Schoenfeld
Compass Wealth Advisors

ou can prepare for your retire-
Yment transition years before it
occurs. In doing so, you can do
your best to avoid the kind of financial
surprises that tend to upset an unsus-
pecting new retiree.
How much monthly
income will you need?

Look at your monthly expenses and
add them up. (Consider also the trips,
adventures and pursuits you have in
mind in the near term.) You may
end up living on less; that may be accept-
able, as your monthly expenses may
decline. If your retirement income strate-
gy was conceived a few years ago, revisit
it to see if it needs adjusting.

As a test, you can even try living on
your projected monthly income for 2-3
months prior to retiring.

Should you try to go Roth?

Many pre-retirees have amassed sub-
stantial retirement savings in tax-
deferred retirement accounts such as
401(k)s, 403(b)s and traditional IRAs.
Distributions from these accounts are
taxed as ordinary income. This reality
makes some pre-retirees weigh  the
pros and cons of a Roth IRA or Roth
401(k) conversion for some or all of those
assets. You may want to consider

the “Roth tradeoff” — being taxed on the
amount of retirement savings you convert
today in exchange for the ability to take
tax-free withdrawals from the Roth IRA
or 401(k) tomorrow. (You must be 59%
and have owned that Roth account for at
least five years to take tax-free distribu-
tions.)!

Should you downsize or relocate?

Moving to another state may lessen
your tax burden. Moving into a smaller
home may reduce your monthly expens-
es. In a perfect world, you would retire
without any mortgage debt. If you will
still be paying off your home loan in
retirement, realize that your monthly
income might be lower as you do so. You
may want to investigate a refi, but con-
sider that the cost of a refi can offset the
potential savings down the line.

How conservative should
your portfolio be?

Even if your retirement savings are
substantial, growth investing gives your
portfolio the potential to keep pace with
or keep ahead of rising consumer prices.
Mere gradual inflation has the capability
to erode your purchasing power over
time. As an example, at 3 percent infla-
tion what costs $10,000 today will cost
more than $24,000 in 2045.>

In planning for retirement, the top
priority is to build savings; within retire-
ment, the top priority is generating con-
sistent, sufficient income. With that in
mind, portfolio assets may be adjusted or
reallocated with respect to time: it may

be wise to have some risk-averse invest-
ments that can provide income in the
next few years as well as growth invest-
ments geared to income or savings objec-
tives on the long-term horizon.
How will you live?

There are people who wrap up their
careers without much idea of what
their day-to-day life will be like once they
retire. Some picture an endless Saturday.

Others wonder if they will lose their
sense of purpose (and self) away from
work. Remember that retirement is a
beginning. Ask yourself what you would
like to begin doing. Think about how to
structure your days to do it, and how
your day-to-day life could change for the
better with the gift of more free time.
Many retirees find that their expenses
“out of the gate” are larger than they
anticipated — more travel and leisure
means more money spent. Even so, no
business owner or professional wants to
enter retirement pinching pennies. If you
want to live it up a little yet are worried
about drawing down your retirement sav-
ings too fast, consider slimming trans-
portation costs (car and gasoline expens-
es; maybe you could even live car-free),
landscaping costs, or other monthly costs
that amount to discretionary spending
better suited to youth or mid-life.
How will you take care of your-
self?

What kind of health insurance do
you have right now? If your company
sponsors a group health plan, you may as

well get the most out of it (in terms of
doctor, dentist and optometrist visits)
before you leave the office. If you retire
prior to age 65, Medicare will not be
there for you. Check and see if your
group health plan will extend certain
benefits to you when you retire; it may or
may not. If you can stay enrolled in it,
great; if not, you may have to find new
coverage at presumably higher premi-
ums. Even if you retire at 65 or later,
Medicare is no panacea. Your out-of-pock-
et health care expenses could still be sub-
stantial with Medicare in place. Long
term care is another consideration — if
you think you (or your spouse) will need
it, should it be funded through existing
assets or some form of LTC insurance?

Give your retirement strategy a sec-
ond look as the transition approaches.
Review it in the company of the financial
professional who helped you create and
refine it. An adjustment or two before
retirement may be necessary due to life
or financial events.

Greg Schoenfeld may be reached at www.com-
passwa.com or invest@compasswa.com.

Citations.

1 - turbotax.intuit.com/tax-tools/tax-
tips/Retirement/The-Tax-Benefits-of-Your-401-k--
Plan/INF22614.html [5/7/15]

2 - investopedia.com/articles/markets/042215/best-
effs-inflationary-worries.asp [4/22/15]

Q/A on buying and selling lake property

JUST ADD WATER

By Gail Alexander

Questions and Answers on
buying and selling property in
Southwestern Michigan

BUYERS: We hear about the Southwest
Michigan lakes having something called
Milfoil. Can you tell us about that? P.K.
ANSWER: Watermilfoil (or milfoil)
occurs in patches that tend to crowd out
all other growth. Feather-like leaves are
finely dissected to midrib and whorled
around the hollow stem at intervals along
the entire length of the plant.Milfoil stays
submerged except for a stalk of tiny flow-
ers, which can extend above the surface.
All milfoil species are easily identified as
a group because of their distinctive feath-
er-like leaves, but individual species are
hard to differentiate from one another.
DNA or pigment analysis may be neces-
sary to tell individual milfoil species
apart. All lakes seem to have some mil-

Broker/Owner
Michigan Lakes Team Inc.

foil. Lakes have implemented a control
system that takes care of any concerns.If
you are considering buying a lake home
ask your agent to check into it for you.

BUYERS: [ see some great deals in your
area but the lake homes are on leased
land. Should we consider them? R.C.
ANSWER: The answer will depend on
what you want. There are positives and
negatives. On the plus side you get a lake
house for very little money. You pay a
lease fee to rent the lot for a certain
amount of years. It can be just a few
years or 100 years. The longer the better.
On the negative side- you must pay cash

and if you have a short term lease at the
end of that lease the owner does not have
to renew. They can work out to be a good
way to go if the lease payments are low
enough to make sense.

SELLERS: We don’t understand why we
have been added to a flood plain. Our
house is on a hill and will never flood.
What can we do? J.M.

ANSWER: The Army Core of Engineers
mark off blocks of land from the air as
flood plains. No consideration is taken as
to the elevation of the land.
Unfortunately all you can do is have an
elevation survey done and present that
information to be an exception. This will
cost you do have this done. Some proper-
ty owners feel this is unfair that they
have to pay to show the government that
they are wrong. This is being challenged
in Washington and will most likely

change in the future.

SELLERS: When we put our lake home
up on the market what is the average
amount of time we can stay in our house
after closing? D.O

ANSWER: 25 years ago sellers would
always get 30 days after closing. That
many days have been coming down and
down. In today’s market, with 97% of
lake home buyers coming from Chicago,
you can expect to stay just a few days or
may even have to give possession on the
day of closing. The majority of Chicago
buyers work with their attorneys and for
liability reasons advise possession on day
of closing. You can usually negotiate a
few extra days to make sure that you
home closes and then pack up and go.
Remember though it will take the buyer
30-45 days to get their loan so you have
plenty of time to start boxing up.

Waterfront Only
Call 269.240.0145
to start lake living

NI aan

MichiganLakesTeam.com

MICHIGAN LAKE HOMES

FOR SALE

(Because that’s all we do)
ORIGINAL LAKE-ONLY MLS COMPANY
HEAVY AND AGGRESSIVE

CHICAGO MARkETING

WE SELL 75% OF OUR OWN LISTINGS

TOP LAKE WEB SITE
42,000 HITS A MONTH

BUYERS SEE ALL HOMES IN SW
MICHIGAN IN THEIR DRIVE TIME

[ INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT
401(K) rollover

[ ESTATE PLANNING
Uniting all the pieces to benefit
your goals

Helping you Build and Manage Your Wealth

COMPASS
WFA[ I H

ADVISORS

100 South Main Street [1 Elkhart, IN 46516

[] INCOME IN RETIREMENT
Using a revolutionary
tiered income approach
(Finding solutions to the
problems of cash flow and pre-
serving income during down
markets)

A Registered Investment
Advisory Firm

574.522.3738

888.820.9100
Fax 574.522.1555

www.compasswa.com
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Once again — Michigan No-Fault Auto insurance reform

by VICKI BROSSMAN
Kemner-lott Agency

Efforts are currently underway in the state’s capi-

tal to reform Michigan’s no-fault system.
According to insure.com, Michigan’s auto rates

are the highest in the nation for the second year in a
row. As the rates have continued to increase, the num-
ber of uninsured drivers has also increased. It is esti-
mated that one-fifth of Michigan drivers are uninsured.

Michigan’s no-fault law was established in 1973
with the purpose of providing people with sufficient cov-
erage if they were injured in an auto accident as well as
reducing the number of lawsuits. While the concept of
unlimited life-time medical benefits for auto-related
injuries was well-intended, it has continued to drive
Michigan’s auto insurance premiums to a level that is
unaffordable for some drivers. The unlimited medical
benefits also encourage insurance fraud which in turn
drives up insurance premiums.
What are some highlights
of the proposed reform?
m Continue to provide all reasonable and necessary
medical care for the lifetime of a person injured in an
auto accident.
m A set fee schedule that will limit what health care
providers could charge people seeking treatment for
injuries resulting from an auto accident.
m Set reasonable rules and costs for family and profes-
sional attendant care to protect patients needing round
the clock care. Family members will be allowed to pro-
vide 24-hour care. Benefits will be allowed if a patient
requires a professional caregiver.
What changes will be made to the Michigan
Catastrophic Claims Association (MCCA)?
m Currently, the MCCA reimburses auto insurers for
medical claims that exceed $530,000. There are approx-
imately 15,000 accident victims whose claims are open
with the MCCA because they have exceeded this thresh-

You Know Us,

Lets Talk

o

Kemner-Iott Agency of Cass County

Auto-Owners Insurance <=

Cazsopolis | 269-445-2425 | B00-228-TR55 | kemneriottcass.com

old. Under this reform, the MCCA would become the
Michigan Legacy Fund and would continue to pay bene-
fits for these individuals for as long as they live.

m A Michigan Catastrophic Claims Corporation (MCCC)
would be formed to replace the existing MCCA. Once
the auto insurer has paid $545,000, the MCCC will
cover the medical costs. Claims will be paid directly by
the MCCC to the medical providers, eliminating the
need to have insurance companies involved as the mid-
dleman.

Will insurance fraud be addressed?

m Michigan is one out of seven states that does not have
a fraud bureau to investigate insurance fraud. It is esti-
mated that as much as 10 percent of insurance claims
are fraudulent. The reform would establish a Fraud
Authority to provide the financial resources to investi-
gate and prosecute auto insurance fraud.

Will Michigan drivers see any relief

in premiums without a reform?

m The current MCCA fee will be reduced from $186 per
year, per car to $150 on July 1. As this fee is collected
through auto insurance, Michigan drivers could see a
slight reduction in their premiums.

What is being done about uninsured drivers?

m Michigan insurance companies are required to provide
the Michigan Secretary of State (SOS) the Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) and other information

Mick Fryman's Construction

Cualsy, Aalahe, Pro

26%9.329.9088

1 B Marther Indkana

1w Insurance,

Senuing you for
ouer 20 years!
For an online quote, go to

www odonnellsdocks com &

@%Gwm

every two weeks of vehicles covered with Michigan no-
fault insurance.

m If a VIN drops off the list provided by the carriers, it is
red-flagged by the SOS. The SOS offices have started
calling insurance agencies and/or insurance carriers to
verify no-fault coverage if there is an attempt to renew
the plates for these vehicles. This process has resulted
in a significant number of fraudulent and outdated
proofs of insurance being used and discovered. If the
SOS does not receive the proper documentation within
30 days, the registration and plates may be cancelled.
m Be aware that a stored vehicle that only has compre-
hensive coverage is not covered by Michigan no-fault
insurance. The SOS cannot legally issue plates for this
vehicle. The alternatives are add the no-fault coverage
to the vehicle and renew the plate, or allow the plate to
expire and pay the $10 late fee when the vehicle is
taken out of storage.

m The SOS will be sharing this information with the
Law Enforcement Information Network (LEIN). This
will enable police officers to verify insurance coverage
electronically.

For more information on Michigan’s no-fault auto
reform, contact your Senator, Representative, or insur-
ance agent. You may also log onto www.coalition-
forautoinsurancereform.com.

ART SALE

OVER 1,000 PAINTINGS & FRAMES
“THE LARGEST SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST”

60~70

% OFF
SAUGATUCK GALLERY

317 BUTLER STREET, SAUGATUCK PH: 269-857-1189
IN HisToRIC DOWNTOWN SAUGATUCK NEAR THE PARK
OPEN 7 DAYs MAY-OCTOBER

O’Donnell’s Docks ric

Southwest Michigan's Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Sales and service of all
major docks, boatlifts and
water front accessories.
[ ;=1

12097 M-60 » J-r.'lnEE MI
259-244-1445
info@odonnellsdocks.com
Autorized Dealer For:
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Are there

What are these cookies?
Are they chocolate chip?

These are questions I've been asked
often in my line of work in IT — “cookies”
are files stored on your computer during
your visit to Internet web sites that store
information about you and your prefer-
ences on the Internet. The information
in those “cookies” ranges from your name
to the last website you were on, or even
what you searched for during your time
online. This information can then be used
to serve advertisements to you on other
websites that you browse, as well as pop
ups.

Ever notice how sometimes when
you're visiting a web site such as
Facebook or Amazon, the ads on the sides
are something similar to what you were
just searching? You could’ve searched for
Chevrolet cars and all of a sudden, those
ads are related to Chevrolet. One of the
ways that information is placed there
comes from the “cookies” stored on your
computer. All websites store or use
“cookies” within your computer.

Cookies can be useful when you
enable the site to save your login and
password for faster access next time.
However, it’s always best practice to
delete your “cookies” and “temporary
Internet files” after Internet use, not only
for performance purposes — as some-
times you may notice trouble logging into
sites - but for security reasons as well.
Some websites will set “cookies” on your
system and track your web usage. But,
cookies can threaten your privacy if a
hacker or malicious site that is acciden-
tally visited, attempts to use them for
their own benefit.

You're thinking: Why should I care
about cookies? Do I really need to worry
about them? What'’s the worst that could
happen by keeping these?

Well, cookies can support malicious
actions on your computer. You can be
browsing any site and accidentally click
on an advertisement on the side and all
of a sudden, you may run into Malware,
and if your password or other information
is saved in a cookie, you may run into
some trouble. Think of them as a “post it
note” on your computer with your brows-
ing habits and possibly important web
site credentials noted on them.

My personal recommendation: Clear
out these “cookies” often. I would recom-

Justadd
pressure-treated lumber! = -

Famdicat dod SR el

“cookies” on my computer?

mend weekly. You can either clear man-
ually (Going to “Internet Options” “Delete

Temporary Internet Files/Cookies”) or
have your web browser (Internet
Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, Safari etc.) do
this automatically for you within the
options of each respective browser.

Private Browsing: Depending on
the browser - (check first! - won’t save
cookies, history, etc. as you browse.)
**Note: These won’t save your cookies,
etc. after you're done browsing, but can
still be used during your Internet usage
to send along your browsing habits to

third parties for those advertising purpos-

es.

iPad/iPhone: Go into your
“Settings” > Tap “Safari > Tap “Clear
History Website Data”.

Firefox: Click “History” at the top of

>

the menu bar, click on “Clear All History’
> Select the time range of which you'd
like to remove and what you’d like to
remove > then “Clear now”.

Google Chrome: Click the Chrome

menu (Looks like 3 dashes) > Select
“More tools” > Clear browsing data.
Select the checkboxes for the information
you'd like to remove and the time going
back to the date you'd like to remove.
Click “Clear browsing data”.

Internet Explorer: Go to your

“Tools” > “Internet Options” - a dialog box

will appear, you'll see where it says
“Browsing history” > (You have the
option to delete browsing history on exit
for an automated setup as we talked
about above) > or simply click “Delete...”
and then select “Temporary Internet
files/website files, Cookies and website
data and History.

These are some of the answers I've
given to folks when asked about “cook-
ies”. I hope this helps you understand
more about them as well. Chocolate chip
or not, these “cookies” are a big part of
the Internet world.

Ed Marshall is an Information Technology &
Security professional, who grew up in Dowagiac
and currently resides in Decatur with his fiancée,
Jessica. He has been in IT for the past ten years
and has primarily specialized in K-12 IT for
Lakeshore and Decatur Public Schools. He is
currently employed by an IT Managed Services
Provider, located in Stevensville.
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Computing

over Coffee
By Ed Marshall

Got a computer-related
question for Ed? Email
him at ed@computin-
govercoffee.org

specific needs.

At Tuesley Hall Konopa,

we've bullt our reputation
providing quality legal services
tor businesses throughout the
community. Along the way,
we've learned one universal
truth. Business as usual seldom
is. That's why we work hard

to make sure we thoroughly
understand the unique needs
of each and every client.

This enables us to provide
rebevant strategic instghts and,
ultimately, identify the most

effective solutions o their
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Greg's Pontoon & Boat Transport

Lift Installation, Removal & Transport
Reascnable & Dependable
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Sue & Steve Pobuda
5TOR3 M-62
LLC Cassopolis, M1
Jeromy Bogue 49031
21945 M60 East Phone: 269-445-3848 Serving funch and dinner
Cassopolis, MI 49031 Fax: 269-445-3828

Custom Monuments, Field Stones, On Site Lettering and more CaSSOpOliS, Michigan
www.monumentsbydesignlic.com

Pest control that
works!

/ ...for spiders, Goshen, IN J
ants and wasps

New customers ! - T 1-5674-534-7378

always welcome!
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For the Record: Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm,
Kalamazoo Valley Museum is Fridays in Oct - May until 9 pm,
located at 230 N. Rose St.inthe ~ Sundays and holidays from 1-5
heart of downtown Kalamazoo, pm (closed some holidays).
adjacent (west) of the pedestrian ~ There are daily shows in the
mall. Admission is free; the planetarium. For information
museum is open Monday - visit kalamazoomuseum.org.

Imperial Furniture 5@ J:jf Toarney
D a W A G I A c
th«—u#fwﬁ-gi fm ?mﬂ Hosme asd Q‘ouﬂsﬂ‘ Assisted care for your loved one is our specialty.

— . ———— | Ohur comemaanites are thoughtfully designed

b oy i to cater o the urique reeds and dermands
A A — .
J - 1 of tolay's serians. DLr @ [Iogrant ane
2 L - desagned specifically far aadh individual,
Fe. .-'- r = |

e . r : providing the highest level of sendoe wihen
'..-I-

its most needad A vour needs change. wa

change with you it is our privilege and hanar
to sham in |rrf.|r.-.|r|| 7y 22801 ameribost Drive
Diowoagiac, M 47047

__'-"___=_"-._|_\_

($00) 884-5020 * Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Wed. 9-8, Sat. 9-5 & Leisureliving  |gjsure-living.com « 269-782-5300

[ SR FR AN Y}

57530 M-51 5., Dowagiac M1+ _f L '

Casual Dining Atmosphere —Full Menu Dining l;" = B E F O RE ‘Yr O [J B U Y !

Take-Outs Available

Over 250 Brands of Beer, Cocktails
Banquet Rooms for Wedding Rehearsals and Parties FOURTH OF JULY INVENTORY BLOW OUT SALE

27 BEERS ON TAP : —3 POWERED BY
Largest assortment of imported beer in Michigan! | = t R BENNINGTAN MERCURY

1 = b LU

MERCURY

Open Tues. Wed. & Thurs-11 a.m.-9:30 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am -10:30 pm
Sunday 11 am-9 pm
Closed Mondays

PREMIER
SERVICE
DEALER

MamnE 4237055

il il Ww.l‘li!]hs rna rine.nnm

109 S. Front St., Dowagiac, Ml

(269)782-5070

www.ZekesDowagiac.com
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HISTORIC POSTCARDS

Historic postcards depict rich scenes of early area life

Estate of Dowagiac, owned by Floyd
Jerdon and his son Tom, has provided
antique postcards of a few of the many lakes
in our area. Floyd and his wife Donna start-

ed collecting post cards more than 20 years
ago, and since Jerdon Real Estate special-
1zes in marketing lake property, it
was a natural fit that Floyd’s interest
be directed to the lake cards. The col-
lection now numbers many thou-
sands.

Jerdon has recently used many of
his postcards featuring the Sister
Lakes area in a book written by RL
Rasmussen. The book, which retails
for $19.99, is in its second printing by
the publisher, Arcadia Publishing.
Among other places, the book

In this issue of Neighbors, Jerdon Real

|I'.-:.. 3

__J-

sLarpe Hn-ums "f-hl
sSpacious [:afd?i.qu'lge

' 574-232-1411

www.mcgannhay.com

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana "

may be purchased at the Jerdon Real Estate
office on M-62 West, and at Whistlestop
Gifts, which is operated by the Dowagiac
Chamber of Commerce.

For more information or to get a copy of
Jerdon’s book, visit the website: www.arcadi-
apublishing.com

The Scenery is Fine Here in

In this edition of Neighbors we have
selected postcards showing images in the
area of Jones.

In future issues, we will couple addition-
al cards from one or more of the area’s lakes
with views of nearby communities and coun-
tryside.

Idren's H:i-um

110 S. Broadway

o (269) 699-5113

F 34| Open Wed & Thurs, 5-9:30
1 Fri & Sat, 5-10:30

STACY’S FOOD & SPIRITS
Home of the 20 oz (plus)
Clydesdale Cut Prime Rib
~NIGHTLY SPECIALS~

Wednesday ~ 16 oz. Ribeye
Thursday ~ BBQ Ribs

Friday ~ Swordfish or 10 oz. Sirloin
Saturday ~ 32 oz. Sirloin for Two
Sunday ~ BBQ Ribs or Lake Perch

23018 S. Shore Dr.

5 miles East of Edwardsburg off US 12 on Eagle Lake Road
¥

Open Sunday at 5 pm

LY L VR LA

made affordable at

SMILE CENTER

Family Dentistry

Richard A. Pilat, D.D.S.

Cassopolis

269-445-5550

www.smilecentermi.com

Dr. Pilat is a General Dentist - Not a Specialist
New Patients and Emergencies Welcome
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Hewiit Roll-a-Dock
Hewitt Roll-a-Dock combines

o | | " superior strength with maximum stability.
3 Ly - C It can be extended to any length
: P Roll-a-Dock is low maintenance and

corrosion-resistant.

The Classic Dock offers
great appearance and
flexibility. Perfect for those who
want to make the most of their
time on the water. Aluminum
construction
eliminates painting
with little or no maintenance

O

www.odonnellsdocks.com

12097 M-60 » Jones, Ml = 269.244.1446
e-mail: info@odonnellsdocks.com

PEval= JoNES=AICH

JUST HAIR

Styling for Men & Women
Certified organic salon

o Hair

e Manicures
e Pedicures
e Waxing

Mani/Pedi Specials with Mari
Mani $15 - Pedi $25

Open: Tues-Sat

269-445-8400
206 N. O’Keefe Street
Cassopolis, Mi

CASS COUNTY MEDICAL CARE FACILITY

o State of the Art Skilled Nursing Facility  Located on 140 acres among woods
providing professional care with and fields
compassion and respect.
o Generously staffed nursing department
« Outstanding therapy dept. provides physical,
occupational, and speech services. « Variety of activities and home-cooked meals.

269-445-3801
23770 Hospmézs;?ggis, Mi 49031
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THE TIMBERS

T

Fully Licensed and Certified for Medicare and Medicaid

Five-Star Quality Rating from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
+ Physical, Occupational, & Speech Theragy  # Telephones Pronided
¥ Fmmaby/Commmunity Invited Events o Inchivadual Flin Screen Televisions
+ Larpe Resident Rooms/Homclike Sctiing and Satcllite Service Provided

The Timbers of Cass County

55432 Colby St. » Dowagiac, Mle (269) 7T82-7818

Visit our website at www. atrumlivingcenter.com

Open to the public

Two beautiful
18-hole courses
Wed. & Fri. until 10 AM
18 holes/with cart $20 p/p
After 10 AM $22

COUPON RATES

Non-Holiday Weekdays
18-hole coupon rate:
$46 - 2 golferslcart

After 12 Noon on

Weekends & Holidays
18-hole coupon rate: J
5 $52 for 2 golfers/cart

- Must Present Coupon!s
r “Tee time required until 2 pm_
"":"*-. 1 i

CEIa.EBRATING OUR
54 ANNIVERSARY!

(82-7476

"Hampshire
Country Club

29592 Pokagon Highway

JIAR

Landscape Design & Installation

NORTH £33

..-"'Il

~Custom Design
~Professional Installation
~Patios, Walls, Walks

~Fire Pits, Outdoor Kitchens
~Ponds, Waterfalls, Water Features
~Seeding and Sod ;
~Problem-Area Resolution f
~Seasonal Mainfenance

;,.._'.. = -"r.'_ '
ﬁwnﬂanﬂs:a‘-e‘hmhﬂicts
Eeﬂrﬂedﬂmmrr YT
Licensed Applicaiois... ' ¥

_ 'Bonded & Insured
* Over 30 Years of xpenenf:e‘

ﬂ-'--*-i-:-IE-_:-'.,.l_':nﬂ'm’.rI a‘

i

866-445-9100

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION ~ PLAN NOW!
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NATURE NOTES

Spring bird migration going full throttle

Provided by the Cass District Library
Local History Branch

Tbousands of long-distance migrat-
ing birds are passing through
Southwest Michigan this week.
Some will continue northward while oth-
ers will remain here throughout the sum-
mer.

Although the first Baltimore oriole of
the season was reported back in late
April, St. Joseph Township resident
Randy Schrubba sent in some great pho-
tos of a male oriole as it perched on a
backyard tree, and at his oriole feeder.

Baltimore orioles are long-distance
migrants to our region, having spent the
winter months over an area from Mexico,
south to northern South America.

Upon returning to Michigan, they
are in need of high-energy food such as
juice from oranges, or nectar placed in
oriole feeders. They also visit humming-
bird feeders for the nectar.

As they regain their strength, orioles
will become less dependent on sugar-
water and will eat a more balanced diet
consisting of insects and other small
invertebrates.

Rose-breasted grosbeaks have
become abundant at area feeders over the
last week. Joanie Gentry of Sawyer cap-
tured an image of a female and male at a
bird feeder. The female lacks the bright
coloration present on the male. The male
has a distinctive rose-colored area on its
upper chest, for which the species is
named.

Two male Baltimore orioles at oriole feeder in backyard of Randy Schrubba.

Like the Baltimore oriole, the gros-
beaks are long-distance migrants coming
from tropical locations to eastern North

America for the summer.Gentry also sub-

mitted a photo of a pair of barn swallows,
building a nest under a concession stand
at Warren Dunes State Park. Barn swal-

Female (left) and male (right) rose-breasted grosbeaks at birdbath of Joanie Gentry of Sawyer, May

2015.

Two ruby-throated hummingbirds at the feeder of Brad Anderson of Bridgeman, May 5, 2015.

lows have been back since early April and
are now beginning to nest. The nest itself
is made out of mud and small pieces of
plant material.

The first ruby-throated hummingbird
to return to Michigan this year was on
April 17 near Jones, Cass County.

The species does not become common
until the first ten days of May.

By June most songbirds are nesting
in North America. But June also marks
the start of fall migration, as some shore-
birds are heading south along the Lake
Michigan shoreline.

Pair of barn swallows building nest at Warren Dunes State Park. Photo by Joanie Gentry of Sawyer.
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LOCAL HISTORY

Limited edition history book available

Provided by
Cass District Library,
Local History Branch

e limited edition reprint is one of
he essential books on the history

of Cass County, Michigan.
Coincidentally, Lowell Glover’s law
office was located at 145 North
Broadway, the same address, different
building where his book is now being
sold!

Glover’s rented law office was
moved in 1908 off the lot, purchased
that year by LaGrange Township. The
reason was that a new Carnegie library
was to be built during 1908, opening in
May 1909. The LaGrange Township
Library now serves as the Cass District
Library’s Local History branch.

During the time Glover authored
the book, he lived next door in the
house at 141 North Broadway, where
he died on Tuesday, August 19, 1913.
His funeral was held at the house,
internment in Prospect Hill Cemetery,
Cassopolis.

Lowell H. Glover was of pioneer
stock, born on February 25, 1839 in
Orleans County, New York and before
that year drew to a close, was living
with his parents on White Pigeon
Prairie, St. Joseph County, Michigan.

In 1840 the Glover’s moved a short
distance to the west to Edwardsburg in
Cass County, Michigan.

Lowell Glover was educated in the
Edwardsburg village school, and by
1852 after the passing of his own father
Orval Glover that year, began running
a grocery store in the village.

In about 1854, Glover suffered a

L]

Twenteth ( entury Histor

CAss Covxnry, MICHIGAN
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major life-changing event when he lost
his right hand in an accident involving
the bursting of a shotgun.

The accident may have actually
saved his life, for he did not serve in
the United States Cover War (1861-
1865) and instead, during April 1861,
the same month that war broke out,
moved to Cassopolis and became a law
student in the office of Judge Daniel
Blackman.

In October 1862, Lowell was admit-
ted to the bar and that same year was
elected Justice of the Peace for
LaGrange Township, both duties being
performed for the remainder of his life.

Scan of plate of author-editor Lowell H. Glover
(1839-1913), of Cassopolis.

GOUNTY HISTORY COMPLETE

Document Writken by L. H,
Glaver is Valuahle
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Scan of Dowagiac Times newspaper dated
November 28, 1906, announcing publication.

Lowell Glover’s additional duties
included circuit court commissioner,
deputy county clerk, clerk for the vil-
lage of Cassopolis, and Postmaster of
Cassopolis during U.S. President
Grover Cleveland’s first term (1885-
1889).

Glover was an editor and writer of
both village newspapers (different
times): the Cassopolis Vigilant, and in
his late years, the (Cassopolis)
National Democrat.

Perhaps most important to histori-
ans is Glover’s active involvement in

the organization of the Cass County
Pioneer Society, also serving as it’s sec-
retary and historian.

Today, Lowell H. Glover is best
known for his authorship of the nearly
800-page volume,

“A Twentieth-Century History of Cass
County, Michigan”.

On October 3, 1865, Lowell married
Meryetta Harper, youngest daughter of
Captain Joseph and Caroline Harper of
Cassopolis. The couple had one known
child, Fannie Eurgenia Glover. At the
time of Lowell’s death, he was survived
by his wife, daughter, and six grand-
children.

HEALTH & FITNESS

Who is exercising whom?

By Brenda Harris
Cass COA

'ou come home from a long day at
onrk, ready to put your feet up

and relax for a while. When you
open the door to find your pet waiting,
wagging his tail going 90 miles an hour
hoping that it’s time for a walk or play
time, what do you do? Do you ignore
those big eyes, that look full of excite-
ment?

I don’t think so. At that moment you
put that thought of relaxing on the back
burner, and head out the door with your
dog for a little activity.

You know that exercise is good for
you. It helps you maintain a healthy
weight, manage stress, sleep better, and

increase your energy level. The great
thing is that activity does the same for
your pets! Not only will exercise help
them live longer; but an exercising ani-
mal is also more alert and more content.
Some people believe that their pets
misbehave to get even for being left
alone; but in reality, the cause is usually
boredom from lack of exercise. Many
other behavior problems like chewing,
digging, and barking go away once the
animal starts getting regular activity.
Exercising with your dog is a great
time saver! Whether you like to run, or
play in the backyard with your pet, you
can get your own workout at the same
time. Although walking is probably the
most common activity, there are other

opportunities for exercise that you may
not have thought of hiking, backpacking,
jogging, swimming, and rollerblading can
all be done with pets. Many sporting
good stores carry items such as canine
backpacks, hands-free leashes, and life
vests to protect pets in the water.
Remember, it would be hard for you
to go out and jog for 45 minutes if you
haven’t worked out in six months, it’s
also hard for your pet. Be sure to get
your veterinarian’s okay before beginning
your pet’s exercise routine. After you get
the go ahead, here are some tips to help
you get started:
m Start slowly, gradually increase the
time and intensity of the activity. This
will safely strengthen your pet’s muscles,

aerobic capacity, and footpads.

m Pay attention to how your pet is feel-
ing. Watch for signs that your pet needs
to slow down or stop include drooling,
stumbling, trouble breathing, and a long
droopy tongue.

®m The longer you work out, the more
water the pet needs. Bring along a col-
lapsible water dish to help your pet stay
hydrated.

m Be realistic about you and your limita-
tions.

Working out with a buddy can be
motivating and make exercise more
enjoyable. So think about making a
buddy out of your pet!

By Brenda Harris
Cass COA

ow can | exercise with bad

knees? Squats and lunges hurt

my knees. What's a good substi-
tute? Lower-body toners get a bum rap,
but done correctly, they can actually pre-
vent knee pain. Not to mention trim
your hips, thighs and backside! Unless
you have an injury or have been diag-
nosed with a joint disease, like
osteoarthritis, form fixes and targeted
muscle toners can have you lunging and
squatting pain free in no time.

Knee-friendly exercises

*Check your form. Make sure
your knees stay in line with your feet,
and lower only as far as you can with
your knees behind your toes. Watch in a
mirror rather than looking down, which
shifts weight forward. Finally, go at
your own pace. Even if you're following
along with a DVD, doing the moves slow-
ly but correctly yields better toning and
less pain.

*Modify your moves. If the exer-
cises are still painful, a modification can
help build strength and balance. For
squats, begin seated in a chair, then

stand, keeping your weight in your heels
to prevent your knees from shifting for-
ward. Sit back down and repeat.
Another option: Stand with a stability
ball between your back and a wall. Press
into the ball as you lower hips.

To master lunges, start by holding
the lunge pose. To get into the lunge posi-
tion start by taking one leg back behind
with the knee on the floor and heel
raised. The other leg is a step forward,
raise the knee off the floor. If needed use
a chair for balance. Hold for up to 30 sec-
onds. When you're ready for moving

lunges, reduce knee strain by stepping
back into a lunge instead of forward.

*“Take baby steps. Still hurts?
Focus on non-weight-bearing moves to
isolate muscles that support the joint,
such as seated leg lifts. Getting stronger
and toning your lower body is possible
without straining your joints.

The road to strong , healthy knees is
practicing doing the exercises with the
correct form.
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OUR CHILDREN

Encouraging active play in the summer

by SANDY FLEMING

ummer is just around the corner,
Sand school will be dismissing for

the long vacation before too long.
Your children will be looking forward to
a long, lazy summer. However, you don’t
want them to spend hours each day
staring at an electronic screen. It’s not
healthy for anyone, least of all growing
kids.

This summer, why not set a goal of
getting more active? You'll be helping
them build stamina, energy, and muscle
tone, as well as physical and interper-
sonal skills. Best of all, you'll be forming
a foundation for healthy lifestyle choices
for years to come.

The tough part is getting started.
How do you take a kid (or a group of
kids) who has become addicted to elec-
tronics and get him or her moving
again? It’s not as hard as it sounds. You
just need to get a bit creative about
motivating and be ready with fun ideas
that give excuses to move. Here are a
few strategies!

A Reason to Get Up and Out

We all know that active play should
be the reward and that kids should
WANT to get up and move around.
However, many are not yet to that
place. What’s more, if they haven’t been
moving much, their energy level and
stamina may be on the low side. They
also may not have the tools or skills to
think up active pursuits on their own.
That’s where you as parent, grandpar-
ent, care giver or friend come in. You
can provide these things until the kids
get into the swing and start to gain
independence in this area.

First of all, strictly limit screen time
in all of its forms. That means comput-
ers, video games, tablets, phones, televi-
sions, laptops, and any other place
where kids have gotten hooked on gadg-
ets. The American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends NO screen time
for children under the age of two, and a
maximum of one to two hours daily for
older children and teenagers. This is
compared to the national average of
seven hours of media usage that is cur-
rently our national average.

One way to enforce these limits
(especially if you can’t monitor your
child’s usage every minute of every day)
is to control the power cords. All of these
devices either need to be plugged in to

use or need to be charged. Confiscate
the cords, and you control the device’s
usage. You can release cords and charg-
ers as an earned privilege, especially in
exchange for a certain number of active
hours in the day. For example, you can
allow your child to use a cord for fifteen
minutes for every hour spent playing an
outdoor sport. You can provide a charge
cord for an overnight charge after three
days of meeting minimum activity
requirements.

It’s also a really good idea to declare
certain areas of your home to be screen-
free from here on out. Children’s bed-
rooms and your dining area are two
places to start. If electronics usage is
confined to the living room, you can
keep closer tabs on how much is hap-
pening. It’s almost impossible to limit
screen time for a child who has access to
TV, computer, video games, or phone in
his or her bedroom, especially at night.
Your eating area is important, too,
because that’s the place where social
learning is supposed to be happening.
No one is learning to converse or inter-
act if they are tapping on their phones
or transfixed by the television.

Now What?

If you pull the plug on the electron-
ics, you'll need to be prepared with some
alternative ideas to keep the kids occu-
pied. They are likely to gripe and com-
plain and tell you there’s nothing fun to
do. One way to handle that is to give a
choice of two or three ideas that they
may find interesting, then have a less-

rewarding idea as a fall back that
becomes mandatory if they don’t pick
one of the fun ones. Calisthenics, out-
door work, running laps around the
house, or climbing up and down the
stairs are all less-than-exciting ideas to
use as fallbacks. For fun, try some of
these suggestions:

m Go for a walk (together!). Walk
around the yard, the block or the neigh-
borhood. While you are walking, try
making some observations, talking
about important or interesting topics, or
going on a scavenger hunt.

m Put on a show. Have the kids plan
and prepare a play or a variety show.

m Create a circus. Let them come up
with acts of physical daring-do such as
running an obstacle course, lifting heavy
things, or performing amazing physical
feats.

® Run an Olympics. Set up a series of
physical challenges such as sprints,
jumps, or measures of endurance and
see who can set records at which activi-
ty. Only one child? Measure the base
time or score on the activities then see if
he or she can beat the score next time.
m Play a sport. Whether kids are on for-
mal teams or just playing in neighbor-
hood games, these are great ways to get
active. If there aren’t enough kids to
make a real “team”, try modifying the
rules of the game. For basketball, for
example, challenge players to make the
most baskets. For baseball, try some 2-
base games instead of 4-base.

m Try yard games. There are a lot of
them, and some you won’t even have to
spend any money for. Chances are also
good you may find the equipment you
need hiding in your garage or get it
cheap at a summer sale. Remember cro-
quet, badminton, volleyball, cornhole,
horseshoes, bocci and more. Set up a
bowling game by putting empty cans in
the traditional arrangement and rolling
a playground ball at them to knock
them over.

m Play tag. There are more versions of
tag than can be counted, but some com-
mon ones include TV Show Tag (where
players can be safe for a few seconds if
they squat down and yell the title of a
show that hasn’t already been used),
freeze tag (where players freeze in place
when tapped), or beanbag tag (where
players must move while balancing
beanbags on their heads).

m Use sticks and twine to build some-
thing. Use the old imagination, and

these materials can become a table, a
fort, or whatever can be dreamed up.

m Jump rope. Try to set records for the
most jumps without missing, the fastest
jumps, and more.

m Target Practice. Set up a target in a
safe place, and throw beanbags, small
balls, or other safe items at it to see who
can hit it the most times.

What About Bad Weather?

I can hear the kids now: “It’s too
HOT to go outside!” or “It’s too WET to
go outside!” Here are ideas that will get
kids moving indoors, as well.
®m Put on some music and dance. Props
can make this even more fun-try scarves
or streamers in particular.

m Play hide and seek.

m Have a hunt. It doesn’t have to be
Easter and it doesn’t have to be plastic
eggs. Hide whatever you wish as long as
everyone knows what they’re looking
for.

m Hold a scavenger hunt. This can be
the traditional kind, or you can use it to
sharpen academic skills. Think “Find
ten things that begin with the letter B”
or “Find six things that are lighter than
a slice of bread.” You can even use this
one to get the kids cleaning up large
messes: “Put away all of the books, then
put away all of the toys with wheels.”

m Write down directions and have play-
ers read and follow them.

m Set up and follow a treasure trail.
This is the kind where each clue leads
players to the next clue, and finally to a
small “treasure” at the end of the trail.
Creating the treasure trail can be as
much fun as following it, so be sure to
take turns.

m For younger players, try scattering
letter cards, word cards or number
cards on the floor and having them run
to the one you call out.

These are just a few ideas that will
get your kids moving, no matter what
the weather or your family circum-
stances. Remember, don’t take “NO” for
an answer! This is not optional, because
your children’s health is at stake. Turn
off the screens and turn on the fun this
summer, and you will build habits that
will last a lifetime.

Sedekedekeodedodetedeledokefohetode
Sandy Fleming is an educational consultant
and tutor in Edwardsburg, Michigan. For more
fun ideas, please visit the website at
http://lwww.learningnook.com.
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Vetter Chevrolet
is conveniently

Call us today at (269)

Vetter u§ Better

YEAR-LONG SPECIAL

Buy one oil change and get one free*
To celebrate our 44 years in business!

http://www.downtoearthindiana.com

24 HWour

L"FJ""I EET-?'IH e

28060 Moeth Beh Beraol = Milas, MIchigam 49120

Coupon

Better Financing
Better Service

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Better Website :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Open Every
Mon. & Wed.
9 am - 8 pm
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Boats, Marinas, Piers, Sports RS Pest Control.......c.ccccveeeveeeenene 10 e 866-706-7378  Hardings .........ccccoeeeemeiieeniiiniens 10 e 445-2607
Apollo Marine ........c.cocvveeneeennienns 2 888-999-BOAT  Saugatuck Gallery ..........couevvennuns 8 nfa  Jake’s Country Meats..........c.cocou... 19 s 445-3020
http://www.apollomarine.net ~ Sun and Shade Awnings................. 19 e 244-5307 http:/www.jakescountrymeats.com
Eagle Lake Marine..........ccccoeceuennne L7 e 699-5103 http://ivww.sunandshadeawnings.com  Lindy’s Restaurant ...........c.c.coeceunne. 10 782-4533
http:/lwww.eaglelakemarine.com  The Helpers..........ccccovinninnninnecns D s 506-5565  Little Cafe ..o 17 445-2233
Greg's Pontoons...........c.ccceeevccenne 10 279-7275  Towne Restoration...........cccoeveeeene 19 s 574-295-2174  SEACY'S....ccocvriiiiiiciirce e 12 699-5113
Hampshire Country Club................. 14 e 782-7476 http:/www.townerestoration.com — ZeKe'S ........ccveenrrerenireieninieeenens T1 e 782-5070
High's Marine .........cccccoeeeeencinnnnnns T1 423-7085 http:/iwww.zekesdowagiac.com
http:/iwww.highsmarine.com Dental/Medical/Health
O'Donnell's Docks..........cccoveveeveennnn 8, 13 e 244-1446 ANt ......cocovveeereeee e 20 i 574-277-2220 Lawn/Landscaping
http://iwww.odonnellsdocks.com http:/www.afdent.com  JL Landscaping.........cccoeeeeererenenns D e 445-2111
ROIFN-QO0 .. 9 s 866-846-5548  Cass COA ..o Ao 445-8110 http:/iwww jllandscapingsite.com
http:/iwww.roll-n-go.com http:/iwww.casscoa.org  Mroczek Sod Farm............ccccvuueee. B e 646-2009
Cass Medical Care Facility.............. 13 4445-3801 http://www.mroczeksodfarm.com
Construction, Home Improvement, Home Repair http://iwww.ccmcf.org  North Star Landscaping...........cc..... LA 445-9100
Advantage Plumbing ...........cccceuuee. 18 687-7192  Forest Glen........ccooveinnennenenininencns T1 i 782-5300 http://www.northstarlandscape.net
BLT Mechanical..........cccccvecuiueenennens 18 e 574-250-4158 http:/iwww.leisure-living.com  Turf SErViCes .........ccoeevereirireennnnnns 17 e 782-6990
Budget BliNds.........cccoceeeciiicicnnnes 18 s 888-882-8343  Lee Memorial Hospital..................... 1 TR 783-3052  Wright Way Lawn Service............... 18 445-3302
http://iwww.budgetblinds.com  Smile Center ..........cccccvreinvccnenne 12 445-5550
Carters Motors ..........ccocvvcivenecnene D s 476-2220 http://www.smilecentermi.com Misc.
Cass Outdoor Power Equipment....2.. 445-2231  TIMDETS...cocoiuiiieiiiicieicieieieiceieieieiees T4 e 782-7828  Cass District Library.........c.cocvevneae 10 e 445-3400
Cottage Design ........coevevevvrrerernnene 9 773-7439 http:/iwww.atriumlivingcenter.com’ http://lwww.cass.lib.mi.us
http:/www.agapedesign.com Cleopatra’s Hair Hut .........ccccoceuenee 10 i 445-2686
Diamond Construction..................... 10 759-4010 Financial JUSEHAIN . 13 s 445-8400
Fryman Construction .............cccc.... 8 s 329-9088 Compass Wealth Advisors.............. T ot 888-820-9100 KB Village EXpress.........cccooeirininene 18 445-2754
Goens Painting ..........ccccveveeirererinene. 9. 423-7313 http://www.compasswa.com  McGann Hay Funeral Home........... 12, 574-232-1411
Golden Finch Frame & Gallery....... 17... 273-9034  Kemner lott Insurance..............cc.c.... B s 445-2425 http:/mwww.mcgannhay.com
http:/iwww.goldfinchframe.com http://www.kemneriott.com  Michigan Lakes Team............ccc...... T et 240-0145
Grover’s Plumbing Service.............. 10 e 268-2017  Tuesley, Hall, Kanopa.........c.cccccouuu. 9 e 574-232-3538 michiganlakesteam.com
Hearth & Home ........cccccceeciicicnnne 10 s 800-769-3031 http:/www.thklaw.com  Monuments by Design..................... 10......... 445-3848 .......cociiiiie
http://www.hearthandhome-sb.com  Union Insurance...........cccccoveenvenene 17 641-5995  Vetter Chevrolet ..........ccoeeeevreecnnne 18......... 278-1485 .....ooeieiieene
Imperial Furniture ..800-884-5020 htttp://www.unionins.net http://iwww.vetterchevy.com
Larry’s Painting.... LT 445-3973
LUtz CoNCrete.....c.eveeeeeeeneeecerneneeen 19 279-7973 Food, Restaurants, Liquor, Catering, Markets For information about
Martin Unlimited ..............ccccocoeceeneees B e 445-8205  DOWN t0 Earth .......ccccoovcrvercrvencnnanas R 574-271-1497 advertising in Neighbors

contact Fred Stein at 228-1080

W C\Wa
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Complete Lawn Care Maintenance

m | awn Fertilization Programs
m Brush Hog work

m Spring & Fall clean-ups

m Mole Treatment

269-445-3302
22282 Loupee Dr. Cassopolis, Ml

m Shrub trimming

m New Lawns Installed

m Aeration & Dethatching
m Snow Plowing

FREE In-Home
Consultation & Installation!

50% OFF* (15 or more shades)

45% OFF* (6-14 shades)
40% OFF* (1-5 shades)

Double cell for the price
of single cell shade

cSiprinZine

E R I
- =
r Boniget Sl

*some exclusions apply exp. 6/30/15

located on M-60 - 1-888-882-8343 m‘
- Tues, Thurs. & Fri. -
Evnidil 278-1485 Jiryteres 574-277-6800 Blinas
. . Saturday Toscana Park - Gumwood & SR 23 - Granger .
in Three Rlvers, Mi vetterchevv.com 9am-1 pm Locally owned and operated at (ﬁ-w%\-'l AR
PHILLIPS o G
66 illage Kxpress -
269-445-2754

and

Diamond Lake Marina!

We have MARINE gas

91 Octane, No Ethanol! — recommended for 2- and 4-stroke engines
Price now reduced to $3.99/gallon

Recommended locally by
Thorpe’s Marine

Hunting, Fishing licenses, bait available

Open 24 hours

Liquor ~ Beer ~ Wine
Liquor sales 7 am to 2 am
20¢ off per gallon with

Touck-Free Car Wack
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THE LAST WORD

[ wonder how it got starited ot Loch Ness ...

ayflies filled the air and

swirled around my head

like a million sparks

from a fall bonfire or the

furious, blowing flakes of

snow that only a
Michigan blizzard can blast at you. The
sun was setting across the lake, casting
pastels of pink and purple onto the few
low-hanging clouds that dared to be seen
on such an otherwise perfect evening.

Just back from a whirlwind work
trip, my wife had retired early to catch up
on some much needed shuteye, leaving
me alone for yet another night in an oth-
erwise ordinary week ... but unlike the
previous night when inclement weather
had forced me to eschew the pier, tonight
was perfect to break in my new fishing
license — and thanks to the mayflies, the
fish were in a frenzy, all but jumping
onto the pier beside me. It was one of
those nights I could have duct-taped a
dull, barbless hook to a tennis shoe and
caught all the fish I ever wanted.

It was glorious.

Cast. Splash. Bite. Set the hook. Reel
in the fish. Remove hook. Back into the
lake. Repeat.

For the tenth time in ten minutes I
gazed over my shoulder at the dim lights
in my house, wishing I'd taught the dog
to fetch beer from the fridge instead of all
that silly sit and stay stuff.

One of the resident eagles flew by
and hungrily eyed the rock bass I
dropped into the water, weighing his nat-
ural aversion to people (me) with his nat-
ural hunting instincts.

Not tonight, he seemed to say.

Decorative
Concrete
Stamping

All types
of Flat Work

Cast. Splash. Bite. Set the hook. Reel
in the fish. Remove hook. Back into the
lake. Repeat.

Maybe just one more, I thought.
Maybe I'll catch something big ... some-
thing worth a photo that I could mass
email to make my friends envious.

A couple of ducks came in for a land-
ing a couple of docks down the way, skid-
ding on their great webbed feet and send-
ing a splash into the air like a wake-
boarder showboating in front of a boatful
of bikini-clad teenage girls.

It was quiet. Peaceful. Warm
enough I planned to have the bedroom
windows open all night. Gonna be a
great night for sleeping.

Cast. Splash. Bite. Set the hook. Reel
... then, WHOA! What in the world ... 7??

Right off the end of the pier the
water suddenly was aboil. Something
huge was moving around down there ...

A million things shot through my
mind. What kind of marine creature was
causing this stir ... was it a fish ... was it
a muskrat ... was it a giant water snake?
And what were it’s intentions?

I slowed the retrieve on my reel and
made myself concentrate into the darken-
ing water. In the fading light of the
approaching evening I could just barely
make out the shape of a very large fish-
looking thing. Eighteen to 24 inches I
guessed. And fat. Swimming surprising-
ly slowly, it was making circle eights in
front of me, behaving for all the world
like a sun-slowed, carrion-gorged carp on
a hot September afternoon ...

Except most of this beast was bright
orange, looking for all the world like an

Colored
Concrete

Concrete
Staining

Interested in a whole new “nautical” look for
your plain old garage, patio or entrance?

This design is just one example of the kind of
creative, decorative concepts we can put into the
concrete at your house or business!

Call us today for a free consultation ...

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts
17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Ml
(269) 279-7973

mmticoncrete@aol.com

escapee from a Japanese horror movie!

It ignored my catch, allowing me to
bring it onto the pier, then further
ignored it when I dropped it back into the
water not three feet from it’s nose.

More circle eights.

It’'s watching me, I thought.

Probably an alien zombie that’s part
of the vanguard of an invading force
intent to taking over the earth as a new
habitat for its race — probably in retribu-
tion for the horrible way we humans —
and our kids — have always treated their
kind, tapping on the glass, dumping
uneaten rice into the fish tank or blasting
them out of the sea with nuclear devices.

Right now I'm sure he’s sizing me
up, getting ready for a quick jump; I've
seen those horror movies, one bite and I
start growing gills.

I dropped my lure right in front of
him ... I'll teach you, I thought.

He ignored it. I wiggled it across the
top of the water right in front of him.

He ignored it again.

I cast out 20 feet past him and start-
ed reeling in slowly ... only to get a hit
from yet another one of those pesky rock
bass ... I reeled it in right in front of the
intruder ... who ignored both of us and
continued his lazy circle eights.

Fish off, drop it right by the monster
... not a nudge ... not a turn ... nothing.

The sun broke through the trees on
the west side for just an instant, illumi-
nating the water in front of me like it was
a lighted swimming pool.

And I swear to God that monstrous,
orange and black swimming thing ... well,
he smiled at me. Somewhere off in the

EETH GEMERATION EAHILY FalH
85711 Docarur Radd, Cmopoi, M

16% 445 3000 | jakmsroentrpmests com
P B Car b WAKCget Gt P f

distance I heard a radio blasting out
music that sounded just like the theme to
the Exorcist.

Then, just as the sun dipped behind
the hills and the light faded to dull gray,
he swished his tail and propelled himself
out into the deep, out past the drop off
where he no doubt intended to colonize a
cell of terrorist fish in a jihad against all
fishermen, anyone who smelled like rice
and everyone named Shimano.

Despite the coolness of the evening,
there were beads of sweat on my fore-
head. My hands were trembling as [
retreated to my home, pulled out the lap-
top and Googled “orange and black fish in
freshwater lake.”

Gary Google responded that he had
21 million potential hits for me to look at
(only about half of which didn’t have ads,
cookies or unwanted spam attached).

Well, there was nothing about an
alien attack ... or zombies ...

Probably a Koi, the blogs acknowl-
edged, that someone probably dumped
from a fish tank (or flushed before the
sewers got hooked up), and it’s been liv-
ing in the depths for years, eating foul
bits of rotting flesh, slimy weeds and
other things both fetid and awful.

But what do they know? They
weren’t out there looking into those
angry, focused eyes. That thing had a
plan, I tell you. That thing is up to no
good. It’s plotting ... None of us are safe!

I don’t want to start any rumors but
fish stories have to start somewhere ...
and since this is my story, 'm saying that
it was Birchie, the Birch Lake Monster!

Eat your heart out Loch Ness ...

UN
SHADE

AWNING

* Retmactable Awnings for
Dheckes and Parins

* RFodl Up Curtains dod
Screened Porches

* Proar Covers and Tops

Mark Bidelman
markbidel man® comoai nel

(269) 244-5307
Fax 244-BO20

12291 Bidelman Kd.
Thiree Bivers, MI 459053

www SunandShadedwning com
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CALL

fra and walar damage resboration

4-295-2174 or 877-486-9631
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THE ONLY WAY
§ THEY KNOW YOU'RE
! WEARING "BRACES”

A\l ISIFYoU
\ TELL THEM.

Afdent IS a Premler Plus Provider of Invisalign,
the “invisible” way to straighten your teeth.

wow! \  Includes great package benefits like:

$ 3 9 0 0 | -Free Teeth Whitening
INVISALIGN ' =Free First Retainer
-Discounts toward General Dentistry

TREATMENT
FOR PAY-IN-FULL -Patient Friendly Promise Program Enroliment

PACKAGES! and much, much more!

Call for your FREE consultation to learn more!

Dr. Roger Pecina & Associates

Y o

Readers'
Choice

TRIBUNE

Voted Michiana's Favorite Orthodontist = [\
South Bend Readers’ Choice Awards 2014

974.277.2220

afdent.com




